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My Church's Bell 


By George L. Kress 


Y CHURCH'S bell is brother 
To the bell upon my door— 
It tells me that Another 
Waits to visit me once more. 


My church’s bell is rather 

Like the school bell of my youth— 
It summons all to gather 

For instruction in the Truth. 


I hear it sound a warning 
Like the bell upon the reef— 
It tells, each Sabbath morning, 
Of the shoals of Unbelief. 


And like the joyous belling 

When the Old Year’s burdens flee, 
I hear my church bell telling 

Of the best that is to be. 


WW 


The Common Sense of 
Dumb Creatures 

One of the greatest wonders of 
nature is the migration of birds. Some of 
the superb Moody films have illustrated 
this, as in the case of the Arctic tern 
and the Pacific plover which migrate re- 
spectively from the Antarctic to the 
Arctic and from the Aleutian Islands to 
Hawaii. How do they find their way? 
The ornithologists do not know, and the 
best we can say is that they follow God- 
given instincts. Not only do birds fol- 
low certain lanes in their migration, 
winging their way over thousands of 
miles of land and sea through the track- 
less sky; but their timing is also wonder- 


ful. The case of the cliff swallows at 
San Capistrano, Calif., is well known, 
for they come back on nearly the same 
day in the spring. Bird watchers know 
when to look for the red-winged black- 
bird, the flicker, the phoebe, the Balti- 
more oriole, the indigo bunting, the 
meadowlark, and the flitting, darting, 
brightly colored company of warblers. 
In one locality for a period of five years 
the writer kept careful records of the 
arrival of migratory birds and it was 
remarkable to see how most of them came 
within a week of the same. date over 
that period. We call birds, animals, rep- 
tiles, and fish dumb creatures, for they 
cannot speak—at least in any language 
we can understand; but they are not 
“dumb” in the colloquial sense, for they 
show more intelligence than many hu- 
man beings. In fact, God uses the or- 
derly flights of birds as an appeal to 
His people. “Yea, the stork in the 
heaven knoweth her appointed times; 
and the turtle [that is, the turtledove] 
and the crane and the swallow observe 
the time of their coming; but my people 


know not the judgment of the Lord. 
How do ye say, We are wise, and the 
law of the Lord is with us? ... The 
wise men are ashamed, they are dis- 
mayed and taken: lo, they have rejected 
the word of the Lord; and what wisdom 
is in them?” (Jer. 8:7-9.) Men pride 
themselves on their wisdom and their 
ability to solve any problem; but per- 
plexity is very widespread, in national 
and international councils, in city and 
state governments, even in college and 
church boards. Surely at the bottom of 
much of this confusion and frustration 
is men’s unwillingness to put God first 
in all things, to honor His Son, and to 
obtain by patient, humble prayer “the 
wisdom that is from above .. . pure, 
then ‘peaceable, gentle, and easy to be in- 
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypoc- 
risy” (Jas. 3:17). God has graciously 
given all His creatures a certain amount 
of what we call “common sense”; and 
this is greatly sharpened and increased 
by a knowledge of His Word and His 
will. 


Personal Purity 


By Nola D. Hartley 


even the slightest association with 

the business world recalls with dis- 
taste the inevitable stock-taking. It is 
doubtful if anyone really enjoys the 
tedious task of itemizing and evaluating 
shelf after shelf of dusty stock. Yet if 
this process were not faithfully per- 
formed at specific intervals, the busi- 
nessman would have little or no idea 
of where he stood, or what he needed 
to be of utmost service to his public. 
- One day recently my mind was re- 
peatedly bombarded with the question 
“Why?” Why isn’t our church growing 
to a greater extent? Why is that huge 


Preven ‘tne sir everyone who has 


auditorium sparsely filled—the balcony 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And now, Lord, what wait I 
for? my hope is in thee” (Psa. 
39:7). 























rarely if ever used? Why is there such 
evidence of worldiness among too many 
Christians of all churches? Why aren't 
more souls being saved? Why? Why? 
Why? — 

My first impulse was to think of what 
I could do to right the situation. But 
then I began to take inventory. I looked 
over the dusty shelves of my own heart. 
No, I didn’t enjoy the task any more 
than stock-taking for my employer— 
in fact, I enjoyed it even less, for I was 
searching myself, and I didn’t like what 
I saw. Surely if it was hateful to me, 
it was an abomination unto the Lord! 
Like the businessman who has completed 
his inventory, I, too, decided what I 
needed to discard and what I needed to 
acquire. 

I know now what I need more than 
anything else, and I believe that if I 
am more or less typical of the average 
church member today, it is what the en- 
tire body of believers in Christ needs: 
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It is personal purity as we can experi- 
ence it through the person and work of 
the Holy Spirit. We need to clean up, 
both inside and outside! We need to 
get a fresh vision of the Lord, a vision 
that will force us to our knees and cause 
us to writhe at the contrast we see be- 
tween a pure and holy God and our- 
selves—filthy, vile, wretched! 


Isaiah saw such a vision of the Lord. 
Let us consider this experience in his 
life, and see how it enabled him to be 
God’s answer to the need of his time. 


Take a look at Isaiah 6:1-9, and note 
the significance of the seraphim men- 
tioned in verse 2. Six wings are men- 
tioned: 

“With twain he covered his face.” This 
suggests reverence. The angelic being 
could not bear to look upon the dazzling 
glory of God. If angels are so reverent 
in their attendance upon God, with what 
godly fear should we approach the 
throne of grace? Yet today we see little 
or no real reverence. Children are not 
taught to enter the house of God with 
awe and respect. Bedlam reigns in many 
church services where young children 
are allowed to squeal and wriggle to 
their heart’s content, while parents sit 
idly by, perhaps secretly relieved that 
they cannot hear too clearly the voice 
of the pastor through whom God is en- 
deavoring to make them hear. 


“With twain he covered his feet.” This 
speaks of humility—a word foreign to 
many—not necessarily foreign to their 
vocabulary, but to their make-up, their 
personality. The attitude today often 
suggests false humility: “I am a very 
humble soul—and proud of it!” Today 
our churches are overrun with those 
who seek to vaunt themselves: flowery 
orators, sensational musicians, vying 
with one another to see who can have 
the longest advance engagement list, 
merely entertaining the public, and not 
exhibiting the pure, unadulterated truth 
of God’s Word. 

“With twain he did fly.” First came 
reverence, then humility, and now serv- 
ice. Undoubtedly the order is very pur- 
poseful. Without true reverence, with- 
out God-given humility, there can be no 
real service. Our works are vain, futile, 
offending the nostrils of the Lord unless 
He knows it is Himself we revere, not 
our own selves—unless we offer our- 
selves humbly and in veritable recogni- 
tion that in ourselves lieth no good thing. 

The seraphim echoed forth the praises 
of God. This always was and will be 
to eternity the work of heavenly spirits. 
This, too, is the only purpose for which 
we are saved: to bring eternal glory 
to the name of the Father. 

Observe the effects of this vision upon 
the Temple (v. 4). Matthew Henry 
poses a very telling question in this re- 
gard: “Shall walls and posts tremble 


before God, and shall not we tremble?” 
Isaiah trembled. He was filled with 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


woe at the realization of his own per- 
sonal impurities and imperfections. His 
eyes had seen the King, the Lord of 
Hosts! 

As we take mental stock do we see our 
own repulsive natures in contrast to the 
superlative holiness of God? It is not 


“enough to recognize that we are carnal, 


calloused Christians. We must be con- 
cerned enough to cry unto the Lord, 
and to beg Him to purge us. Isaiah 
underwent the purging of fire with live 
coals from off the altar. “Oh,” you shud- 
der, “how horrible! If I ask God to 
purge me—to purify and cleanse me— 
it will hurt: it will mean the searing 
and scorching of my precious personal- 
ity!” 

No, fellow Christian. God does not 
purge to hurt but to heal our sin-shat- 
tered souls. He does not apply live coals 
to cauterize but to cleanse. Note that the 
live coals, or whatever method He uses, 
must be from off the altar—they must 


be direct from Himself and according ~ 


to His plan. No amount of self-affliction 
or self-denial will bring God’s gift of 
purity, 

Have you ever secretly wondered why 
you have never had the thrilling experi- 
ence of having God talk directly to you? 
Perhaps the secret is unveiled here. 
Up to this point in our passage we have 
no record of God conversing with Isa- 
iah. But now—now that Isaiah is hon- 
estly humble, and has emerged from the 
flames with all the dross burned away— 
now we read, “Also I heard the voice 
of the Lord...” (v. 8). 


God cannot get through to us when the 
path is piled high with our exalted opin- 
ions of ourselves. If we want to hear 
God’s voice today, if we want to be 
instruments through whom He will 
bring revival and blessing, we must 
empty ourselves of all, and allow Him to 
fill us. 

God’s call for laborers was not heard 
by Isaiah before he underwent the purg- 
ing process, That he was genuinely 
cleansed is evidenced by the fact that 
when the call did come he was a will- 
ing recruit: “Here am I; send me” 
(v. 8). 

God’s commission to all His saved and 
purified followers is, “Go . . . and tell.” 

The answer to teday’s problems in our 
churches is not found in what we can 
do now if we. are in a state of impurity 
in God’s sight. It will be found, I be- 
lieve, only when we as individual be- 
lievers allow God to cleanse us and fill 
us with His Holy Spirit, 

Do we really want revival? Are you 
willing to be purged? Am I? God grant 
that we shall answer soundly in the 
affirmative with the song writer who 
penned these words: 

So wash Thou me without, within, 

Or purge with fire, if that must be; 


No matter how, if only sin 
Die out in me, die out in mel 
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Notes on Open Letters 
Nate Saint's Last Message 


As the press report of tke last mes- 
sage sent by Nathaniel Saint from “Palm 
Beach” in Auca territory was not en- 
tirely accurate, it seems well to quote 
here extracts from a letter written on 
January 16 from Sheil Mera, Ecuador, 
by David M. Howard. He is a mission- 
ary of the Latin America Mission, Costa 
Rica, and he flew down to render as- 
sistance to his sister, Betty Elliot, and 
the other young widows of the men who 
were killed. 

He refers to Messrs. W. J. Munro and 
F. G. MacKenzie, president and secre- 
tary of “Christian Missions in Many 
Lands,” who also flew down from the 
United States. He writes: 

I was met in Quito by Dr. Clarence 
Jones. On the same plane were Mr. 
Munro and Mr. MacKenzie, who are 
Plymouth Brethren from New York who 
came down to help and advise the girls. 
We were driven down to Shell Mera— 
that famous breath-taking ride around 
the gigantic precipices of the Andes, ar- 
riving about 8.30 p.m. Saturday. (Shell 
Mera is right on the edge of the jungle, 
and is the operating base for the planes 
that made up the search party.) Betty 
looks fine, and, as you have heard, the 
testimony and composure of the five 
wives are a living example of the grace 
of God. Their attitude and spirits are 
incredibly wonderful. 

On Sunday morning early I flew in to 
Shandia with Betty—her first trip back 
to her jungle station since the incident. 
She had promised the Indians to be back 
for a service on Sunday, and also she 
wanted to get Jim’s diary, as a Life 
reporter and photographer is writing up 
the whole story here. When Betty step- 
ped out of the plane at Shandia the In- 
‘dians (Eugenia, her maid, in particular) 
set up their famous death wail. I would 
have given anything to have had a re- 
corder. It was fantastic. Betty told me 
later that they were wailing such things 
as, “Oh, my little Senor Jaime! Oh, Little 
Senora, when will you bring him back? 
Oh, what will ever become of me? 
Every night we are here saying he is 
dead, but he will return.” Betty was 
very composed, as she put her arm 
around Eugenia and let her wail herself 
out. Then they had a little service, in 
which they sang the hymns which Betty 
and Jim and the others had translated 
into Quechua. It took just about all I 
had to keep myself composed as I heard 
them sing such things as “Oh, that will 
be, glory for me.” Betty sang in a clear, 
beautiful, unbroken voice, and, although 
I could not sing, not knowing the words, 
I am sure my throat would not have per- 
mitted me to sing even if I had known 
the words. How she did it, I don’t know. 
Betty told them the whole story of the 
incident, and then one of the Indians 
gave a message. Then Betty went up to 
their house—her first visit back since 
Jim was called Home. After gathering 
up a few things, we flew back to Shell 
Mera in time for a memorial service 


(Continued on page 118) 
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V. Radicalism and Reaction 


Papal opposition and early Reformation martyrs 





can ‘churches were all territorial 
(state) and confessional (creedal) 
churches. A fourth group, the Anabap- 
tists, refused to have anything to do with 
state church or creed. Contemporaries 
considered these people to be the radi- 
cals of the Reformation. The reaction of 
the papal system to the Protestant move- 
ment must also be given consideration. 
The Anabaptists first appeared in 
northern Switzerland. Their earliest 
leader, Conrad Grebel (ca. 1490-1526), 
the well-educated son of an influential 
aristocratic councilor of Zurich, was con- 
verted in 1520 and worked closely with 
Zwingli. Grebel broke with him about 
1525 because Zwingli, fearing that em- 
phasis upon adult baptism would deprive 
many of the franchise which was linked 
with membership in the state church, 
permitted infant baptism. Grebel and 
Felix Manz were ordesed by the council 
to stop their meetings for study of the 
Scriptures on these matters. Grebel, 
however, baptized Blaurok, Hans Denk, 
and Balthasar Hiibmaier by affusion 
(pouring) in 1527 on the ground that 
baptism was only for adults who had 
already accepted Christ as their Sav- 
iour. The failure of attempts to settle 
these issues by debate caused the Zurich 
council in 1526 to punish advocacy of 
Anabaptist views by drowning. Manz 
was the first martyr to die under this law. 
These humble Swiss Brethren were con- 
sequently forced to flee to other areas. 
Hiibmaier, who fled to Austria with 
three hundred followers, went finally to 
Moravia with his flock. He was burned 
at the stake by order of the Holy Ro- 
man Emperor in 1527, and his wife was 
drowned in the Danube River. He had 
insisted. upon the separation of church 
and state and the baptism only of adult 
believers. 


"Ten Lutheran, Reformed, and Angli- 


Excesses Among Anabaptists 

Unfortunately, some of the Anabap- 
tists were guilty of fanatical excesses. 
The city of Miinster had gone over to 
the Anabaptists under the leadership of 
the Lutheran minister, Bernard Rothmann. 
A lean, black-bearded, fanatical man 
named Jan Matthys took control in Miin- 
ster in 1535. He was killed in fighting 
with Roman Catholic forces which were 
trying to recapture the city. The fanati- 
cal Jan of: Leyden took over the ledder- 
ship and decreed polygamy and com- 
munity of goods for the short period he 
thought was left before the return of 
Christ. The city was recaptured, and 
these millennial enthusiasts were exe- 
cuted. This. fanatical miliennialism 
brought discredit upon al] Anabaptists, 
and savage persecution of them both 





In this concluding article in the 
series, Dr, Cairns shows how several 
of our Protestant denominations can 
trace their spiritual ancestry back to 
the Swiss Brethren of Zurich in the 
early days of the Reformation. The 
great evangelical creeds were also 
formed in those days. The Reforma- 
tion made clear that religion is a 
personal matter, and that justification 
is by faith alone without the aid of 
the sacraments or the hierarchy. The 
history of the Reformation for the 
last six hundred years has been sum- 
marized in this series of five articles 
by Dr. Cairns, who is professor of 
History and chairman of the depart- 
ment at Wheaton College. 





by Roman Catholics and even the Re- 
formers became the order of the day. 


But God raised up sane leadership 
for these scattered congregations who 
settled in Holland. Menno Simons .(1496- 
1561), a former Roman Catholic priest, 
was converted to Anabaptist views by 
reading the Bible and by the courageous 
death of Sicke Freerks in 1531 because 
he had been rebaptized when he became 
an Anabaptist. Simons accepted Christ 
in 1535 and soon became the leader of 
the Anabaptists in Holland. His fol- 
lowers became known as Mennonites 
after his death. 


The Anabaptists rejected the prevail- 
ing Reformation doctrine of a state 
church because they believed that the 
church should be an association of re- 
generate believers in a close brother- 
hood. Baptism was to be administered 
only to those who had accepted Christ 
as their Saviour. They were called 
Anabaptists because converts who had 
been baptized as infants were rebaptized. 
Because they believed. in nonresistance, 
they insisted upon the separation of the 
church and state, refused to take oaths 
in court, and, in some cases, to serve as 
magistrates or soldiers. Stress on Chris- 
tianity as discipleship led some to prac- 
tice community of goods in order to help 
those who were less fortunate. 


The modern Mennonite churches; the 
communally minded Hutterites, the fol- 
lowers of Jacob Hutter; and the mysti- 
cal Schwenkfeldians, the followers of 
Caspar Schwenkfeld all can trace their 
spiritual ancestry to the Swiss Brethren 
of Zurich in the early days of the Ref- 
ormation. This is also true of the Bap- 
tist churches of Britain and America 
as we have seen in a previous article. 
Both Mennonite and Baptist in this 
country can be grateful to God for these 
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By EARLE E. CAIRNS, Ph.D. 


simple, Bible-believing predecessors who 
upheld the authority of the Bible, who 
insisted upon a pure church of converted 
people and upon the separation of church 
and state, and who believed that each 
local church should practice direct de- 
mocracy in the running of its affairs, 

So far little has been said about the 
reaction of the papacy to Protestantism. 
This reaction is known as the Counter 
Reformation. Through it the Roman 
Catholic Church tried to reform itself 
in order to meet the challenge of the 
Reformation. After it got well under 
way, Protestaritism won only Holland 
and lost control in Poland and in the 
area of modern Belgium. : 

Between 1517 and 1527 the Oratory 
of Divine Love, a group of aristocratic 
leaders of the church, met to deepen 
their spiritual life by prayer, preaching, 
observing the sacraments, and works of 
charity and reform. Many became cardi- 
nals and one of the most influential, 
Giovanni Caraffa, became Pope Paul IV 
(1555-1559). 


The Birth of the Jesuit Order 

The most important of several new 
religious orders, thé Jesuit order, ap- 
proved by Paul III in 1540, was founded 
by a former Spanish soldier, Ignatius 
Loyola (1491-1556). Loyola had a re- 
ligious awakening during the period of 
enforced convalescence caused by a 
broken leg. He and six like-minded 
companions became the nucleus of the 
Society of Jesus in 1534. Each recruit 
to the order went through Loyola’s “Spir- 
itual Exercises,” a work emphasizing 
meditation for four weeks on sin, 
Christ’s life, His passion, and His res- 
urrection and ascension. The Jesuit 
must obey his superiors and the pope to 
the extent that if the church says black 
is*white, he will believe it. The Jesuits 
have provided the papacy with many 
missionaries and have run the major 
Roman Catholic institutions of higher 
learning. It was also they who regained 
Poland and the southern Netherlands 
for the papacy. 

The Inquisition, an ecclesiastical court, 
modeled after the Spanish Inquisition, 
was set up by Paul III on the advice of 
Caraffa in 1542 to try heretics and, if 
they failed to recant, to punish them by 
loss of property, imprisonment, or even 
by death by burning at the stake. An- 
other coercive instrument to hold the 
faithful in line was the Index, a list of 
Protestant books which the faithful were 
not to read. Under both Charles V and 
Philip II Spain was a loyal ally of the 
papacy and the champion of the church in 
all these measures of coercion. We have 

(Continued on page 107) 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





the hill tribes of Borneo is de- 

scribed by Dr. W. C. Lees in 
World Dominion. It began with the 
Muruts, who are known as “the dregs 
of Borneo,” a disease-ridden folk and 
drunk a hundred days out of the three 
hundred and sixty-five. Contact with 
them was forbidden by the government, 
so hopeless were they. Yet as a result 
of preaching by a converted Murut from 
the other side of Borneo, a spontaneous 
movement has taken place. 

“Now the great majority of the Muruts 
are asking, ‘What does God want us to 
do about births, marriages, sickness, 
farming, and all the rest?’ When asked 
when the next rice-beer feast would be, 
they replied, ‘Oh, we have given up 
drinking long ago.’” 

God has achieved this victory in the 
absence of any foreign missionary. The 
related Kelabits also began to turn to 
the Lord, and Kayans and Kenyahs. 
“For these people, turning to God was 
a remarkable act of faith as it meant 
flouting the evil spirits. Until then they 
would do anything, even starve, rather 
than offend them. * We were faced with 
whole villages turning in mass conver- 
sion with regeneration of some indi- 
viduals and leading to the regeneration 
of a percentage of the remainder.” 

Some of the Kayans and Muruts have 
shown a real concern for the despised 
Penans, nomads moving from jungle to 
jungle and living on wild sago. These 
Penans, who have heard the New Way, 
have passed it on among themselves. 

Among the hundred thousand Dusons, 
a young man named Kentuni, who had 
been working in the missionary house- 
hold, developed rapidly, “as the new- 
born do,” and was renewed in mind also. 
He has proved a remarkable evangelist 
and there are groups up to 240 believers 
scattered through the hills as fruit of 
his ministry; Among the Tagals, God 
has used “the dregs” rather than the 
white missionaries and, in the last two 
years, an infant church has grown up. 
The missionaries are planning transla- 
tions of Scripture in order to give the 
movement a Biblical substructure. 


. REMARKABLE awakening among 


New evangelical seminaries are going 
up apace, not without much self-sacrifice. 
Thus the Conservative Baptist Theolog- 
ical Seminary in Denver appeals to the 
churches to put its cause on their bud- 
gets and describes how its Women’s 
Auxiliary is working to make the new 
seminary homelike, adding, “the Semi- 
nary’s Laymen’s Fellowship has saved us 
hundreds of dollars by donating time 
and work in carpentry, decorating, paint- 
ing, and electrical repair.” 


There was a time when affluent Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, was 
so poor that faculty members hesitated 
to go to the treasurer’s office, fearing 
to have to go away empty handed. The 
Conservative Seminary in Denver has 
in its first five years trained and sent 
out forty-one graduates—a good begin- 
ning. 

The Los Angeles Baptist Seminary, un- 
der the leadership of Dean Milton E. 
Fish, has been solidly built and is now 
making progress. Three new depart- 
ments are scheduled for 1955-1956—an 
evening school, a Bible institute, and a 
three years’ course for Jewish evange- 
lism. New teachers have been secured. 
There is already a college department 
and theological seminary. 

Then there is the Grand Rapids Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary and Bible In- 
stitute with enrollment of 179. There 
are 59 in the five-year theological course 
and 83 in the Bible institute. In an 
evening school, 109 are entered. 


The attack on the Orthodox churches 
of Constantinople last September was of 
course reprehensible in the extreme, but 
happily it was accompanied with little 
loss of life. Icons and ecclesiastical 
vestments suffered, and there was a bar- 
barous destruction of tombstones in the 
great and peaceful Greek cemetery in 
the heart of the city. It was a persecu- 
tion of things rather than of persons, 
and the general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, Dr. Visser ’t Hooft, 
is quite right in denouncing it and de- 
manding reparations. He speaks of it 
as “one of the worst misfortunes that 
has befallen a Christian church in our 
time,” and quotes from Galatians, “ ‘Bear 
ye one another’s burdens’—the burdens 
of a sister church.” 

But why, oh why, did World Council 
officials never utter a word of horror or 
sympathy when the Orthodox Christians 
of Croatia by hundreds of thousands were 
being butchered and burned and buried 
alive and drowned and tortured and forci- 
bly converted to the “sister church” of 
Rome? The September riots in Constan- 
tinople were but a child’s birthday party 
compared with what happened in Cro- 
atia in 1942-1943. Was it because, while 
Turks cannot be incorporated into the 
World Council of Churches, the coun- 
cilors have a longing hope that a rap- 
prochement may be effected some day 
with cruel Rome? 

The roll of Christian martyrs at the 
hands of Catholic murderers in Colom- 
bia grows steadily longer. Nelson Gal- 
vez, riding home from an evening serv- 
ice, was attacked and his throat cut. 
His mother found his dead body later. 


By ERNEST GORDON 


In Sevilla, five Protestants were slain 
at the home of the Rev. Mr. Zapafa— 
Eva Mejia, Angel Maurlanda, Herberto 
Mourlanda, Jesus Gomez, and Leonel 
Abeundano. In La Marano, as a conse- 
quence of priestly incitement, one hun- 
dred and fifty men, women, and chil- 
dren were recently driven from their 
homes. One was killed. Allan de Gruy- 
ter of the World Evangelization Crusade 
was, with other Christians, attacked by 
Colombian police near Bogota and hit 
with the butt of a pistol] which rendered 
him: nearly senseless. However, he es- 
caped into tall grass, wher@é he remained 
all night, reaching home later. 

These sufferers are not icons but 


‘brethren of flesh and blood. What are 


you going to do about them, Dr. Visser 
’t Hooft of the World Council of 
Churches? 

The technique of Russian inquisition 
appears in Yueatan in the town of 
Sucopo, A Catholic chapel having caught 
fire, all citizens, Protestant as well as 
Catholic, united to put out the blaze. 
After all was over, certain Catholics 
accused a group of five evangelicals, 
standing together on the street, of hav- 
ing started the fire. They were arrested 
without evidence, sent as prisoners to 
Merida, the capital city of Yucatan, 
held incommunicado for a number of 
days, prevented from sleeping under 
constant questionings, beatings, and elec- 
tric shocks. This Muscovite treatment 
led to false confessions, but on release 
they affirmed their innocence and were 
freed ynder bond. However, by Mexi- 
can law, they are guilty until they can 
prove their innocence, and the case hangs 
in court. Twenty evangelical congrega- 
tions are raising a fund out of their ex- 
treme poverty for the legal defense of 
their wronged brethren. 

These men, too, were not icons. They 
are brethren in their faith. 


Bible conferences are seasons of en- 
couragement and refreshment. Pastor 
Tegtmeyer of the Bethel Bible Semi- 
nary, Bielefeld, Germany, wrote after at- 
tending one at Tersteegenruh, near Essen: 

“Do you know, while I was sitting 
among the listeners, a picture kept 
emerging before my inner eyes. All 
these attending on the meetings seemed 
to me like persons escaped from a ship- 
wreck, who, after storm and breakers, 
had at last found refuge on an island. 
We sat there, as Paul once did on Malta, 
close together round a warming fire, 
in order for a little while to escape cold 
and anxiety. We moved closer together, 
unspeakably happy that we belonged to- 
gether. We lived and acted as after a 
rescue which all had experienced. This 
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wonder had made us brothers and sis- 
ters. We had responsibility for one an- 
other, would help one another. 

“Such is the significance of one single 
Tersteegenruh conference. Then was 
our mouth filled with laughter and our 
tongue with singing. ‘The Lord hath 
done great things for us; whereof we 
are glad.’” 

The Sacerdotalists—One of the great 
assets of Sweden has been its freedom 
from Romish intrigue. Now into the 
Church of Sweden ritualism is creeping, 
as in the Anglican Church. In Blen- 
now’s Prastambetet (pp. 200, 201), the 
priest is pictured as “another Christ” and 
the most essential thing in his ministry, 
“the offering of the eucharistic sacrifice.” 

Many estates in New England have 
been bought up. by the Roman Church and 
turned into church institutions; thus the 
old Shaker Settlement in Enfield, New 
Hampshire, where on September 9 last a 
900-foot rosary of cast aluminum, with 
colored beads shaped like roses, after 
being draped around the pond on the 
place, was dedicated by Bishop Mat- 
thew Brady of Manchester. The preacher 
at the ceremony was the Rev. William 
Nolan, Catholic chaplain in Dartmouth 
College! 

A group of Catholic women in Mex- 
ico City have asked Archbishop Martinez 
to ban christening of children with Jesus’ 
name. In their petition they said it was 
a scandal to have police records reg- 
ister criminals with the name of Jesus. 


The Rev. J. H. Robinson of the Church 
of the Master, New York, moved by 
the stories that young African students 
in Nigeria were copying in longhand 
vast stretches of text in lieu of text- 
books, appealed to American students for 
used books. In reply some _ seventy 
thousand have been received. In Texas, 
college students from a number of cam- 
puses, co-operating with church groups, 
collected almost 8,000 volumes. A high- 
schoo] group in Oak Park, IIl., brought 
in 10,000, and so on; (A later report 
mentions 115,000 books sent to West 
Africa alone—for Kenya, Uganda, the 
Camerouns, and other places; 500,000 are 
asked for.) 

The late Miss Margaret Wrong, a Can- 
adian Christian, gave her life to the pro- 
motion of Christian literature for Africa 
and notably of textbooks for the schools. 
As a result, these schoolbooks, while 
being quite different from those used in 
America and Europe, are suited to the 
environment of the students. African 
schools are now well provided for, and 
the schoolbook trade is the basis for 
the general book trade in Africa. The 
memorial tablet over her grave in Kam- 
pala Cathedral, Uganda, bears the in- 
scription, “Servant of God—Friend of 
Africa.” 

Mr. Robinson’s work is a good prece- 
dent. Why not establish a collecting 
center for the supply of books to needy 
institutions and for such lending librar- 
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ies as the Evangelical Library of Chil- 
tern St., London, which is international 
in scope. I notice that in the Malayan 
villages, where some half million Chi- 
nese have been settled to protect them 
from Communist raiders, libraries are 
being formed as well as schools and 
churches. They are crying out for Eng- 
lish religious literature, biographies, 
commentaries, and children’s books. 

A chain of Bible stores is reported 
from California, the profits of its sales 
going to many forms of Christian work. 
Established in 1942, with a capital of 
$4,000, it now grosses about $150,000 a 
year. There are branches in Stockton, 
Santa Cruz, Bakersfield, and Fresno. 
“More than 3,000 persons visit the Fresno 
Bible House each week for conservative 
Protestant literature and church sup- 
plies.” 

What triffers these church politicians 
are!—It was announced that the National 
Council of Churches planned a radio 
jazz program for New Year’s Eve over 
Columbia Broadcasting System. (The 
chairman of Columbia’s Executive Com- 
mittee is, or has been, Mr. H. B. Swope, 
public relations counsel for the great 
Jewish distillers, Schenley). Talks about 
jazz by an Episcopalian clergyman, Mr. 
Kershaw, were to alternate with the 
music. According to Religious News 
Service, Mr. Kershaw said: “Jazz speaks 
to the brotherhood of sensitive men. 
It offers a new understanding of how 
you are dependent upon a power and 
resource greater than yourself.” 

“From the earliest days of the China 
Inland Mission the last day of each year 
has been set apart for prayer. Now 
from Japan to Java, from New Zealand 
and round the world to Hawaii, mem- 
bers and friends of the China Inland Mis- 
sion will be taking time to uphold its 
work.” Here is. the note of the true 
Church. 

The Lord is answering China Inland 
Mission prayer.—The Millions reports: 
“There are churches in Shanghai which 
are packed to the doors on Sundays, 
churches where the Word of God is 
faithfully preached week by week and 
during the week. One of these at the 
present time has a baptismal class of 
three hundred preparing to make a pub- 
lic stand before the world. Christians 
carry their Bibles in Shanghai, large 
Biblés which all can see. Others tramp 
the streets distributing tracts, realizing 
that the work of evangelism must be 
done by every Christian and not only 
by evangelists and Bible women. 

“A Chinese Christian businessman in 
Shanghai, though pessimistic in many 
other ways, remarks that the church in 
China is healthier now than it has ever 
been. There are reports of similar life 
in many country districts.” 

Western ecumenicism is a parvenu 
compared with that of the East. The 
Sixth Great Buddhist Council held since 
the death of Buddha, 543 years before 
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Christ, is now being held. They hope 
to unify the thousands of Buddhist sects 
(250 ip Japan alone) and establish one 
universal Scripture, a sort of R.S.V. of 
Buddhism, for all that Buddhist wor- 
shipers now hear of the priestly prayers 
and sermons is a “humming.” Prime 
Minister Nehru sent greetings to the 
World Council with the remark that 
“only in Buddhism lay the path of world 
peace.” 

We can indeed laugh at processions 
of Ceylon Buddhist monks, eyes fixed 
steadily on the ground lest they look at 
a woman, but we cannot laugh at their 
statement that it is from Christian coun- 
tries that the two World Wars have come 
as well as international race poisoning 
with alcohol. But if Buddhism has not 
brought peace in 2,498 years, when will 
it, Mr. Nehru? 

An International Institute for Buddhist 
Studies is being built in Rangoon with 
twenty-five modern buildings. It is in- 
teresting to learn that the Ford Foun- 
dation is providing’ for training in the 
United States of two Burmese scholars 
to head the institute's library. 


The naturalist John Burroughs (1837- 
1921) was a follower of Emerson, and 
his closing years were marked with a 
sad hopelessness. He wrote of “this 
mysterious intelligence which rules and 
pervades nature and which is focused 
and gathered up in the mind of man 
and becomes conscious of itself—what 
becomes of it at death? Does it fall back 
into nature as the wave falls back into 
the ocean, to be gathered up and focused 
in other minds?” 

This is pantheistic agnosticism which 
could only lead to despair. Burroughs 
was brought up in an old school Baptist 
Church and paid tribute to the superior 
character of these folk. “No doubt,” he 
says, “conversion was a rea] experience 


‘ with them, a storm and stress period that 


lasted for weeks or months before the 
joy of peace and forgiveness came to 
their souls. Conversion was radical and 
lasting. These men led changed lives 
ever after. With them: once a child of 
God, always a child of God. Reforma- 
tion never miscarried. It was an iron- 
clad faith and it stood well the wear and 
tear of life. 

“This generation,” he concludes, “is too 
light and frivolous for such an heroic 
creed. It went with, or begot, something 
in those men or women of an earlier 
time—a moral fiber and depth of char- 
acter to which later generations were 
strangers.” 

Yet this church, as described, certainly 
had its shortcomings. “There was never 
a call to sinners to repent and be saved, 
God would attend to that, but vehement 
justification from the Scriptures of the 
old school Baptist creed or doctrine of 
election. There were no religious ob- 
servances in the family and no religious 
instruction. Father read his hymnbook 
and his Bible and, at times, his Signs of 
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the Times, but never compelled us to 
read them. His church did not believe 
in Sunday schools or in any sorf of re- 
ligious training. Even their preachers 
never prepared their sermons but spoke 
the words that the Spirit put into their 
mouths.” 

With a more Scriptural training, John 
Burroughs’ closing years would probably 
have been happier and more hopeful. 


Prof. G. Ch. Aalders, D.D., is a member 
of the Dutch Committee for a New 
Translation of the Dutch New Testa- 
ment. In the Reformation Review he 
discusses various unwarranted transla- 
tions in the Revised Standard Version of 
the Old Testament. Then he concludes: 

“This new translation cannot satisfy 
Bible-believing people; it displays, next 
to a manifest lightheartedness with re- 
spect to the Hebrew text, a considerable 
influence of . . . liberal theological opin- 
ion. ... Among the O.T. specialists who 
have co-operated in this momentous and 
painstaking labour there is not a single 
one who unconditionally believes the 
Divine authority and infallibility of the 
Bible; and it was unavoidable that this 
should make itself perceptible as well 
in the treatment of the text as in the 
rendering of the wording... . 

“I therefore thank God that the great 
enterprise of preparing a new Dutch 
translation of the Bible .. . has been 
protected from a similar mistake. From 
the very beginning here scholars of vari- 
ous theological insight have been co- 
operating, and, though I must confess 
that I formerly had the most serious 
doubts as to the success of such a co- 
operation, the result has disproved my 
doubts. .. . We can and must... make 
use of the scientific labours of such schol- 
ars, but .. . not without serious control. 
‘ . A faithful] .translation leads the 
reader as close as possible to the very 
Word of God, and a translation which 
is unreliable may lead the reader away 
from it. For that reason . . . Christians 
should not accept the Revised Standard 
Version.” 


Mission Notes.—The China Inland Mis- 
sion, which withdrew from China in 
1951, is working in contiguous lands. 
The number of its members on the field 
staff, as of September 30, 1955, was 424, 
with work in Formosa, Japan, Thailand, 
Malaya, the Philippines, Indonesia, Sin- 
gapore, and Hong Kong. The Christian 
Witness Press, established in Hong Kong 
in 1948 by this mission, published in 
1954 more than five million pieces in 
eight languages—Scripture portions, bi- 
ographies, Bible commentaries, Gospel 
readers, children’s story tracts, and so on, 
It has bookstalls in a growing number 
of cities. 

One of the liveliest Christian maga- 
zines being issued is Happy Childhood 
for Chinese school children, edited by 
Miss Jean Hsu, who has dedicated her 
life to this work among Chinese school 
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children in Penang, Formosa, and Indo- 
nesia. It is providing wholesome liter- 
ature to displace “horror” types of liter- 
ature now circulating in the Far East. 

A native Viet-Namese Missionary So- 
ciety, organized in the dark days of 1953, 
now has nine couples at work in Indo- 
China, all Viet-Namese, in seven dis- 
tricts among many tribes. They make 


_trips into the jungle to reach tribesmen, 


translate Scripture, teach in Bible 
schools; conversions are reported, and 
new chapels are being erected. 

Thirty delegates from the four corners 
of the Cameroons and Spanish Guinea 
gathered on the campus of Cameroon 
Christian College, the first synod-wide 
conference of African women leaders. 
They were from a score of tribes and 
of a dozen dialects, coming by bus, train, 
and auto. There were four days of in- 
tensive Bible study, spirited singing of 
new choruses, discussions on women’s 
work, all closing with an evening serv- 
ice of Communion around the Lord’s 
Table. Another milepost on the upward 
way of African women out of age-long 
heathenism! 


African Notes.—The extent to which 
radio is coming to the fore in mission 
evangelism is clear from the experience 
of the Africa Inland Mission. In Kenya 
Colony, this mission broadcasts in Ki- 
kuyu, Swahili, and other dialects, and 
the program goes far beyond the Kenya 
border. Letters received in return come 
from the Belgian Congo, Uganda, Tan- 
ganyika, and Zanzibar. It is amazing to 
learn that in 1952 there were some 
17,500 radio sets in Kenya Colony. To- 
day the number has risen to 40,000. 
Eight thousand of these are in native 
hands with at least ten listeners to each. 
The number is bound to increase greatly 
when the radio stations, now in the plan- 
ning for up-country Kenya, come into 
operation. 

The Africa Inland Mission has had 
prosperous work among the Lugbara of 
the Aru district, N.E. Congo. Now it 
seems that hatred of the whites as 
whites has brought disruption and. apos- 
tasy. This is kin to what has happened 
in Kenya among the Mau Mau and is 
clearly Satanic. In general, however, 
the Africa Inland Mission can report 
wonderful results. In East and Central 
Africa it has at least 4,000 African 
evangelists and pastors in full seryice 
and supported by Africarts. “In one of 
our fields alone, the number attending 
prayer meetings weekly runs well on 
toward 200,000.” 

Dr. Robert Cochrane says that because 
of the long-term treatment of leprosy, 
eighteen months to seven years, effective 
Bible training can be organized and the 
lepers when discharged used as evange- 
lists. In the majority of cases, leprosy 
can now be cured and deformities pre- 
vented. The whole of Northern Nigeria 
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has been opened up ‘to the Gospel 
through leprosy work. More than a 
quarter of the students in the Sudan 
Interior Mission Bible Training School 
are cured lepers. “There is no more 
potent ally in the spread of the Gospel 
than the leprosy institution.” 


The “Muslim World” writes of the 
new center which is being built up in 
Pakistan by the Ahmadiya faction of 
Mohammedanism. It is at Rabwah and 
includes a considerable complex of in- 
stitutions—educational, administrative, 
and missionary. The purpose of the 
last is given as the “propagation of the 
Word of God [the Koran] to thegfarthest 
corners of the world.” As examples of 
its propaganda, we find Ahmadiyas 
carrying Moslem teaching from house to 
house ‘in Spain; in the United States, es- 
tablishing centers in New York, Chicago, 
and Washington with subsidiary centers 
in Pittsburgh and St. Louis; and estab- 
lishing a paper, the Muslim Sunrise, The 
reference in this title is to the tradition 
that when Islam will sweep the world, 
the sun will rise in the west. Transla- 
tions of.the Koran are being brought 
out in many languages—fifteen up to the 
present. 

The work is supported by the system 
of chanda, which requires that a six- 
teenth of one’s personal wealth be given 
to thé movement, 

Once a year, in December, a Jalsa is 
held, lasting three days, and bringing 
together as many as thirty thousand 
Ahmadiyas from all over Pakistan and 
even from abroad. These great throngs 
are fed free of charge. Above the assem- 


‘bly fly the national flag of Pakistan and 


the black and white flag of the Ahmadiya 
movement. Ahmadiya missionaries make 
a special effort to arrange their itinera- 
ries so as to be at Rabwah during the 
Jalsa and, if possible, to have with them 
converts from various lands to be intro- 
duced to the community. Bashir-ud 
Din, the head of the movement, the 
khalifah of the Promised Messiah, leads 
the whole assembly in the noon prayer, 
and then delivers the main address of 
the day. 

He claims that he is often inspired of 
God in both written and spoken word 
and that he has revealing visions. His 
three sons are, respectively, heads of 
the college and hospital at Rabwah and 
secretary of home and foreign missions. 
Five hundred students are enrolled in 
Rabwah college, the majority being 
Ahmadiyas, 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; qnd for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Radicalism and Reaction 
(Continued from page 103) 


already seen how Charles tried to stop 
Lutheranism and how Philip II tried to 
hold England for the papacy by marriage 
and naval power and Holland by his 
army ‘under Alva. 

The church also took positive action 
through the Council of Trent (1545- 
1563) to effect moral reform and doc- 
trinal standardization. The Council de- 
clared that Jerome’s Vulgate, a Latin 
Bible which included the Apocrypha, was 
to be the authoritative Roman Catholic 
Bible. The Council also denied justifica- 
tion by faith in favor of justifica-. 
tion by faith plus the sacraments, re- 
asserted the fogma of transubstantiation, 
and adopted the theology of Thomas 
Aquinas as the Official theology of the 
church. 

War seemed to be necessary before 
either Protestants or the papacy would 
accept the division of Europe between 
Protestant and Roman Catholic which 
had developed by 1600. There were civil 
wars in northern Switzerland, France, 
and Holland before 1600 over Protes- 
tantism. The most serious of all was 
the Thirty Years War between 1618 and 
1648 in the Holy Roman Empire. 

Both Lutherans and Roman Catholics 
were displeased with the Peace of Augs- 
burg, and the German Calvinists, who 
had not received toleration in 1555, were 
dissatisfied. The Jesuits had educated 
the young emperor, Ferdinand II, to 
hate Protestants, and they meddled in 
imperial politics. Both Protestant and 
Roman Catholic princes organized op- 
posing leagues in 1608 and 1609 to be 
ready for action. The incident which 
brought war came in 1618 when Ferdi- 
nand’s emissaries were thrown out a 
castle window in Prague into a soft, 
muddy moat fifty feet below by Prot- 
estants who had asked the Protestant, 
Frederick of the Palatinate, to be the 
ruler of Bohemia-Moravia. The long 
and bloody war went through several 
phases with the Danish, then the Swed- 
ish, and finally the French rulers aiding 
the German Protestants against their 
emperor. Germany suffered the loss of 
millions of her people and the devasta- 
tion of much property before the war 
was ended by the Peace of Westphalia 
in 1648. By it both Holland ard Switzer- 
land were recognized as independent 
Protestant states. Calvinists and Luth- 
erans were to be allowed to practice 
their religion freely in Germany. The 
pope thus recognized that Protestantism 
was in Europe to stay. 

Some attention should be given to the 
implications of the Reformation. It will 
be noticed that the greatest Protestant 
gains were madé either outside of or 
on the fringes of the old Roman Empire. 
It. made a greater appeal to Teutons 
than it did to the Latins who generally 
were loyal to the papacy. Except for 
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the Anabaptists, who went to the peasant 
and the worker, it made its greatest 
appeal to the middle class. In contrast, 
the Counter Reformation was an aris- 
tocratic movement bringing reform to 
the papal system from the top by decree. 

The universal Roman Catholic Church 
was replaced by Protestant territorial 
or state churches into which one was 
brought by birth. No longer could Rome 
effectively claim to be the universal 
church. Only the Anabaptists refused to 
organize state churches. 

The Protestant churches also adopted 
creeds as human expressions of the doc- 
trines of the Bible. The Augsburg Con- 
fession of the Lutherans, the Thirty- 
nine Articles of the Anglicans, the Gallic 
and Belgic Confessions of the Reformed 
churches, and the Confession of Faith of 
the Presbyterians illustrate this tendency. 
The Protestants, however, in common 
with the Romanists and each other, held 
to such universal creeds as the Apostles’ 
Creed and the Nicene Creed. 

The Reformation made religion a per- 
sonal rather than an institutional mat- 
ter. Justification was by faith alone 
without the aid of the sacraments or the 
hierarchy. Each believer was a priest 
who could come directly to God. The 
authority of the church as the only in- 
terpreter of the Bible gave way to the 
idea of the Bible as the infallible rule 
of faith and practice. Because each in- 
dividual, taught by the Spirit, was to be 
free to interpret it, universal elementary 
education was deemed necessary by the 
Reformers. Preaching to interpret the 
Word to the people was restored to its 
place in the service, and the equality 
of believers was emphasized by congre- 
gational singing, introduced by Luther, 
and by the participation of laymen in 
the government of the church. 

Church history is an explanation of 
the present religious scene, and this ex- 
cursion into the story of the Reforma- 
tion should make Protestants thankful 
for their spiritual ancestry. It should 
also relieve them of fears for the future 
of the Church of Christ in areas where 
the battle is not against a powerful 
world church under a papal hierarchy, 
but against a godless state which refuses 
to recognize that the Christian must 
put his allegiance to Christ above that 
to Caesar. 

Wueaton, ILL, 


In Glacier National Park 
With the Christian Fellowship Tour 


LACIER National Park in the Mon- 
tana Rockies, and Waterton Lakes 
Park in Canada, are known as Interna- 
tional Peace Park. This marvelous 
natural wonderland has well been called 
one of the crown jewels of America, and 
the “Land of 1,001 New Sights a Day.” 
Members of the Christian Fellowship 
Tour party will spend three glorious days 
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this summer in this unspoiled heart of 
the Rockies on their way westbound to 
Alaska. They will leave Chicago July 2 
by rail streamliner, leaving their pullman 
coaches at Glacier Park Station, the east- 
ern entrance to the Park, and will stay 
overnight at Glacier Park Hotel. The 
following morning they will board com- 
fortable, sightseeing buses for a morn- 
ing’s ride northward over the Black Feet 
Highway, past the Black Feet Indian 
Reservation, and on into Canada to 
Waterton Lakes, arriving in time for 
lunch. The afternoon will be free for 
further sightseeing amid vistas of almost 
unbelievable rugged splendor. The night 
will be spent in the picturesque and com- 
fortable Prince of Wales Hotel, 

The following morning, again by bus, 
the party will journey southward to 
Swift Current Lake, arriving at Many 
Glaciers Hotel for lunch, dinner, and for 
the night. On the next morning, buses 
will carry the party southward and west- 
ward over the spectacular Going-to-the- 
Sun Highway, past jade and sapphire 
lakes, amid towering mountain peaks 
and sparkling glaciers, over the famous 
Logan Pass in the Continental Divide, 
and down to lovely Lake McDonald in 
time for lunch at Lake McDonald Hotel. 
After lunch the bus journey will be re- 
sumed for a short distance to Belton, 
Montana, where pullman cars‘will be 
waiting to resume the rail journey west- 
bound to Seattle. 

At Seattle, after a comfortable night 
in a large, modern hotel, the party will 
journey by bus to Mt. Rainier, staying 
overnight at the famous Paradise Inn. 
Upon returning to Seattle, they will 
travel northward to Vancouver, B. C., on 
Canadian Pacific Railway steamers, stop- 
ping overnight at the beautiful Empress 
Hotel in Victoria, B. C. 

At Vancouver, B. C., a nine-day cruise 
into Alaskan waters by way of the Inside 
Passage aboard the comfortable S. S. 
Chilcotin will begin, and there will be 
stops at Prince Rupert, B. C.; Ketchikan, 
Juneau, and Skagway in Alaska; and 
Butedale and Ocean Falls, B. C., on the 
return trip. The eastbound homeward 
journey will be by way of the Northern 
Pacific Railway from Seattle, arriving 
in Chicago about July 25. 

Throughout the whole journey careful 
planning will free the members of the 
party from many of the annoyances and 
uncertainties that can mar a journey of 
this length. Rail and hotel accommo- 
dations are all arranged in advance, and 
the finest in modern rail, motor coach, 
and steamer comforts will be enjoyed 
with freedom from having to bother 
with baggage, railroad tickets, train 
schedules, and the like. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour to 
Alaska this year wil] be under the direc- 
tion of Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., who is 
Associate Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
TIMEs, and who has accompanied a num- 


(Continued on page 116) 
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LESSON 9. FEBRUARY 26. TEACHINGS ON STEWARDSHIP 
Luke 16:1-31; 19:11-27; printed text, 19:12-26 
Golden Text.—He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in on and he that is unjust in the least 


Tae Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Luke 19:12 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went 
into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and 


to return. 


13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten 
pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come. 

14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after 
him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us. 

15 And it came to pass, that when he was returned, 
having received the kingdom, then he commanded these 
servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the 
money, that he might know how much every man had gained 


by trading. 


16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath 


gained ten pounds, 


17 And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because 
thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority 


over ten cities. 


18 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath 


gained five pounds. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
"Trarsties lesson is one of the great 
parables which so characterized 
and illuminated the teaching of our 
Lord. Many excellent works have been 
written on the parables. Among them 
I should like to make special mention 
of a few. For straight exposition it is 
hard to beat Archbishop Trench’s “Notes 
on the Parables of Our Lord.” ! 
a remarkable work of comparison and 
bringing the parables together in their 
various categories, I would refer the 
reader to “The Study of the Parables,” 
by Ada Habershon. The parables are 
treated homiletically by C. H. Spurgeon 
in a volume entitled “The Parables of 
Our Lord.” G. Campbell Morgan en- 
larges the scope of his study to include 
parabolic language in his volume, “The 
Parables and Metaphors of Our Lord.” 2 
For critical treatment one may refer to 
“The Parabolic Teaching of Christ,” by 
A. B. Bruce. 

We may remind ourselves that Luke 
records thirty-five parables for us, and 
of these, nineteen are found nowhere 
else. The parable in this week’s les- 
son is in this latter class. It has like- 
nesses to the parable of the Talents 
(Matt. 25:14-30), but also distinct dif- 





1Fleming H, Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
$3.75, 
2Same publisher, $3.50. 


For. 


is unjust also in much.—Luke 16:1 


19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities. 
20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy 
pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin: 


21 For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: 


with usury? 


thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that 
thou didst not sow. 

22 And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will 
I judge thee, thou wicked servant. 
was an austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and 
reaping that I did not sow: ® 

23 Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the 
bank, that at my coming I might have required mine own 


Thou knewest that I 


24 And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him 


the pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds. 


* 25 (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.) 


26 For I say unto you, That unto every one which hath 
shall be given; and from him that hath not, even that he 
hath shall be taken away from him. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


the Inter- 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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ferences. Both point to the second com- 
ing of Christ, both deal with a trust 
committed to servants, both indicate a 
division between -faithful and unfaithful 
with appropriate reward or loss. The 
talents show inequality of stewardship, 
while the pounds present equal respon- 
sibility. The specific sphere of rulership 
is stated in the parable of the Pounds, 
but not in the parable of the Talents. 
The rebellious citizens appear only in 
the parable of the Pounds. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 19:12—“A certain nobleman 
went ., . to receive ... a kingdom, 
and to return.” Some believe that the 
“nobleman” here is an allusion to Arche- 
laus who went to Rome to apply for 
the royal title from the emperor. If 
so, it could only be by way of illustra- 
tion of the bigger truth. The nobleman 
is Christ Himself, 

Verse 13.—“. . . ten servants ... ten 
pounds ... Occupy till I come.” There 
is no indication that he had only ten 


servants. The A.S.V. gives “ten servants 
of his.” They were  bondservants 
(douloi). A pound (mna) was equal 


to a hundred drachmas. If they were 
silver pounds, their value by present 
currency would be about sixty dollars; 
if gold, about a thousand dollars. 

Verse 14.—“But his citizens hated him 
... We will not have this man to reign 
over us.” Note the difference between 
the bondservants and the citizens—the 
freemen. Notice the resistance to the 


appointment of this nobleman to the 
kingship. 

Verse 15.—“. .. when he was returned 
.-. he commanded these servants to be 
called . . . how much every man had 
gained by trading.” The opposition lost. 
The king deals with his trusted bond- 
servants first, calling them to account for 
their stewardship. 


Verse 16.—“. . . Lord, thy pound hath 
gained ten pounds.” McLaren calls at- 
tention to the fact that the servants at- 
trikute the increase to the pounds, not 
to themselves. “Thy pound hath gained 
ten pounds.” The worth of the pound 
brought the increase. 

Verse 17.—“. . . Well . . . have thou 
authority over ten cities.’ Compare the 
commendation with that in the parable 
of the Talents (Matt. 25:14-30). The 
“very little’ suggests the silver pound 
rather than the gold. Faithfulness in 
the lesser trust brings promotion to 
higher trust. 

Verse 18.—“. . . thy pound hath gained 
five pounds.” Whether the lesser gairi 
reflected less ability or less diligence is 
not stated. To multiply one’s capital by 
five is still good! 

Verse 19.—“. . . Be thou also over five 
cities.” The word of commendation is 
omitted, but doubtless implied. The 
place of honor and tryst is in keeping - 
with the results of the probation. 

Verse 20.—“Lord, behold, . . . thy 
pound, which I have kept laid up in a 
napkin.” Pounds in napkins! Here is 
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a picture of sloth, lack of ambition, and 
utter betrayal of trust. 

Verse 21.—“. . . thou art an austere man: 
thou... reapest that thou didst not sow.” 
A little more fear would have got him 
busy, Certainly this little speech showed 
neither reverence nor fear. Was he in 
league with the rebel citizens? 

Verse 22.—“. . Out of thine own 
mouth will I judge thee...” The king 
accepts the accusation and makes it the 
basis of judgment. 

Verse 23.—“Wherefore then gavest 
not thou my money into the bank... ?” 
Such an opinion of his lord should have 
moved the bondservant to action, if for 
nothing else than to avoid the certain 
penalty for having no returns for his 
covetous master. 

Verse 24—“. . . Take from him the 
pound, and give it to him that hath ten 
pounds.” His sloth had forfeited his 
right to further use of the pound. Notice 
that the others retained their pounds 
along with the interest they had gained. 

Verse 25.—“(. . . Lord, he hath ten 
pounds.)”. Here is the surprise of the 
king’s attendants, that the one with most 
should receive more, but the king is 
acting on the basis of a great principle. 

Verse 26.—“. . . unto every one which 
hath shall be given; and from him that 
hath not, even that he hath shall be 
taken away from him.” This verse gives 
the principle. Those who utilize what 
they have, not only increase their goods, 
but increase their capacity and are there- 
fore able to handle more. Those who 
do not utilize what they have, not only 
do not increase, but lose their capacity 
to retain what they have. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem. 
A considerable company of disciples fol- 
lowed Him. There was a strange tense- 
ness in the atmosphere. An air of ex- 
pectation pervaded the group. They 
sensed crisis, and thought it meant a 
cataclysmic appearing of the Kingdom 
of God, with Jesus established as Mes- 
siah and King. 

They were wrong. God’s program was 
otherwise than they thought, and Jesus 
knew God’s program. To His followers 
that day He presented the blueprint, not 
in detail or in plain, open speech, but in 
its broadest outline and in a parable. 
All this should be remembered in ap- 
proaching the lesson, 

The main purpose of the parable is 
to indicate that a time element is in- 
volved before the manifestation of the 
Kingdom of God. This time element is 
represented by the departure of the 
nobleman and his return, vested with 
the royal title. Jesus is, of course, that 
nobleman, who was to depart by way of 
the cross and come again as God’s ap- 
pointed King. 

Two companies are in view—citizens 
and servants. The citizens, those who 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. February 19.—Jesus, Demands a 
Choice . Luke 18:18 to 19:10 
Next Week’s Lesson 


10. March 4.—Jesus Faces the City. 
Luke 19:28 to 20:47 








had natural right to the kingdom, turned 
rebels and opposed the regal rights of 
the king. So the Jews, to whom the 
Kingdom belonged by reason of the 
Abrahamic, Mosaic, and Davidic cove- 
nants, cast out the Lord Jesus, refusing 
to &cknowledge Him as Messiah. 

The servants (bondservants) represent 
the followers of Christ, whether Jew or 
Gentile. Their profession of allegiance 
involves them in a trusteeship. The 
“word of the truth of the gospel” is 
committed to them as their capital with 
which to trade as agents for their de- 
parted but returning Lord. But the 
servants do not prove uniformly trust- 
worthy. In the hands of some, big re- 
turns are gained, through their dili- 
gence and faithfulness. Qthers have 
lesser returns, while still others, repre- 
sented by the third servant brought to 
account, give evidence that they are not 
true servants at all, by their failure to 
exercise their stewardship. Indeed the 
“day” declares that they are as much 
the enemies of the Lord as were the 
rebel citizens, for the true thoughts of 
their hearts concerning the King are 
at last brought forth—that He .is “an 
austere man,” grabbing what does not 
rightly belong to Him, and so forth, 

The return of the king calls the serv- 


ants to account, and there can be no ~ 


hiding the true situation in that day. 
“We must all appear before the judg- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT is a parable? 
2. How many parables are re- 
corded in Luke’s Gospel? 

3. How many of these parables are 
given by Luke alone? 

4. In what Gospel do we have the 
greatest number of parables dealing with 
the second coming of Christ? 

5. What parable closely resembles the 
one in our lesson? 

6. What would be the equivalent value 
of the pound in present-day currency? 

7. What two companies of people are 
mentioned in the parable of the Pounds, 
and whom do they represent? a 

8. Why did Christ give this particular 
parable? 

9. Of what great event are we re- 
minded in the examination of the serv- 
ants? 

10. What great principle is enunciated 
in connection with the examination of 
the servants? 

(Answers on page 116) 
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ment seat of Christ; that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, whether 
it be. good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). False 
profession will then be exposed, and 
faithfulness will be duly rewarded. 

The time of the slaying of the rebel 
citizens—at the return of the King—may 
seem a problem in view of the expected 
restoration. Where else could it have 
been placed in the parable? We can 
only remember that a parable is given 
to present general truth, not fine detail 
of doctrine. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Trusted servants (Luke 19:12, 13) 
2. Faithful servants (vs. 15-19) 
3. Unfaithful servant (vs. 20-26) 


* 
Topics for Development 
Parables of the Lord’s Return.— 
Clearly the parable of the Pounds cen- 
ters in the second coming of Christ. It 
does not stand alone in presenting this 
great theme. Not all of them dea] with 
the same aspect of His coming again, 
but each has its own lesson to teach, 
both doctrinal and practical. The six 
parables which deal most clearly and 
positively with this subject. are: 
The Wheat and the Tares (Matt. 13: 
24-30) 4 

The Dragnet (Matt. 13: 47-50) 

The Marriage of the King’s Son (Matt, 
22: 2-14) 

The Ten Virgins (Matt. 25: 1-13) 

The Talents (Matt, 25: 14-30) 

The Pounds (Luke 19: 12-26) — 

It is interesting to note that five out of 
the six are in Matthew's Gospel, which 
is definitely more prophetic and apoca- 
lyptic than Luke’s Gospel. A notable 
feature of all of them is the division 
which they present—wheat and tares, 
good and bad fish, the welcome and un- 
welcome guests, the wise and foolish 
virgins, the faithful and unfaithful serv- 
ants. This makes these parables espe- 
cially solemn. 

Citizens and Slaves. Two groups must 
be distinguished in the parable—the 
citizens (or freemen) and the bondserv- 
ants. While it is dangerous to press the 
details of parables, it is clear enough 
that the “citizens” were introduced here 
with good reason. They would surely 
represent those who were the natural 
heirs of the Kingdom of God, the Jews, 
who “hated” the King and refused Him. 
The bondservants represent those who 
profess to become the servants of the 
Lord, whether Jew or Gentile. Among 
them is a great variation in both ability 
and faithfulness, from the one whose 
pound gained ten to the one who did not 
put his pound to use at all, and at last 
lost it, with the stern reprimand of the 
King. The willing bondslaves become 
the true freemen, and co-rulers with 
Christ. 
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Practical Applications 


Rebellion against God’s King cannot 
succeed. Submit, and live. . 

Better a willing bondslave than a rebe 
freeman. At last the bondslave rules 
while the rebel dies. 

The Christian life is not one of idle 
waiting for the Lord’s return, but one 
of business for the King. 

Be the time long or short, the King 
will come. Then be ready with a good 
account. 

Your present trust may seem “very 
little,” but it has the potential of a king- 
dom. 

“A rolling stone gathers no moss,” but 
rolling pounds do. Keep them rolling. 


Golden Text 


Luke 16:10.—“He that is faithful in 
... least ., . also in much .. . unjust 
in the least . . . also in much.”* There 


is no use in saying what you would do 
if you had a lot of money, or a lot of 
talent, or a lot of opportunity. What 
you do with the little you have is ex- 
actly what you would do with much. 
Do all the good you can with the little 
you have, and in due time God will com- 
mit the more to your trust 


EL_MuurstT, ILL. 


EsIRST ISUSINESS 
“Qccupy @o business) till 
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From the Platform 
" By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTtep HyMNns 
“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” 
“More About Jesus Would I Know” 
“Take My Life, and Let It Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Father, 
we thank Thee for life and health, food 
and raiment, home and loved ones, and 
for the family of Thy people and our 
Lord who died for us. Show us that 
all these great mercies call us to live for 
Thee, obeying Thy Word and doing Thy 
service. Make us gladly willing to be 
“ever, only, all for Thee.” Keep us 
from wasting time and strength on things 
that crowd out the greater things of Thy 
Kingdom, lest we find too late we have 
missed Thy best for our lives. Give us 
sympathy, kindness, understanding, and 
wisdom in serving others. Grant Thy 
special blessing on the work of all who 
strive to give the Gospel to men. In- 
crease the devotion of Thy people to 
the cause of their Saviour. May our 
sick and troubled ones find help and 
comfort in their distress. Let our land 
be wisely ruled and filled with godly 
homes. Give peace in our time, and 
may Thy Kingdom come and Thy will 


Of The SELIEVER! 
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be done in all the earth to the glory of 
our Saviour. Amen. 

After the Lesson—The pound of 
Christ’s parable stands for life’s oppor- 
tunity of serving God. Note well that 
it is the slothful servant who is con- 
demned, he who did nothing to the profit 
of his lord. He pictures those, eSpe- 
cially such as profess to be Christians, 
whose life fails to serve God and ad- 





vance His cause among men. A man 
WATCH WELL 
LEST HINGS UNbomx 
- BE HINE DOING 











may make something of his life for him- 
self but fail to make anything of it for 
God, 

A rich farmer one day took a preacher 
to a height from which he pointed to 
land north, south, east, and west.” All 
that you see in any direction of the com- 
pass,” he said, “is mine.” Quietly, the 
man of God asked, “And what have you 
up there?” pointing Heavenward. We 
must watch lest in getting earthly treas- 
ure and honor we fail to render ought 
to God of value to Him. 

What the slothful servant left undone 
was his undoing, and so will it be with 
all whose life brings no return to God. 
Paul tells us that Christians are intended 
to live not unto themselves, but unto 
Him who died for them. When our deep- 
est concern is to live for our Saviour, 
then we shall use every opportunity 
God gives us to serve the Lord. So liv- 
ing, our lives will count for Him; and, 
at the last, the higher responsibilities of 
Heaven will open to us because we 
wisely used our opportunity of serving 
God here. 

Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“A certain nobleman went into a far 
country ” (Luke 19:12).—There 
should be no difficulty in looking upon 
this “nobleman” as representing the 
Lord Jesus Christ because the Lord Him- 
self said, “For the Son of man is as a 
man taking a far journey .. .” (Mark 
13:34). Certainly a nobleman is He! 
King of the Jews! King of Glory! King 
of kings, and Lord of lords! 

Some versions render the expression, 
“A certain high-born man.” When the 
Angel Gabriel announced to the blessed 
virgin, Mary, that she was to give birth 
to a son, and call His name Jesus, he 
added, “He shall be great, and shal] be 
called® the Son of the Highest” (Luke 
1:32). 

When Zacharias prophesied concerning 
his son John, he said, “And thou child, 
shalt be called the prophet of the High- 
est” (Luke 1:76). 


“High-born” indeed! “Who, being in 
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the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God: but made him- 
self of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men .. .” (Phil. 2:6, 7). 
He was “God ... manifest in flesh” (1 
Tim. 3:16). 
No angel could our place have taken, 
Highest of the high though he; 
The loved One, on the cross forsaken, 
Was one of the Godhead Three! 

Heaven was the “far country” to which 
He went, after His resurrection, “to re- 
ceive for himself a kingdom,” He was 
without kingdom, throne, and scepter 
here. All believers have been deliv- 
ered from the power of darkness, and 
translated into the Kingdom of the Son 
of God’s love (Col, 1:13). So, He has 
a spiritual kingdom now; and shall yet 
have an earthly kingdom—in fact, the 
kingdoms of this world shall become His 
Kingdom (Rev, 11:15). 

He shall return in power and great 
glory and “before him shall be gath- 
ered all nations” (Matt. 25:31, 32). 
After’ the judgment of the nations, 
He shall say to the righteous, “Come, 
ye blessed of my father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.” 


“|. delivered them ten pounds, and 
said .. . Occupy till I come” (Luke 19: 
13). The purpose of the nobleman was 
to return and grant positions of honor 
in the kingdom he would establish, to 
those of his servants who proved them- 
selves good.and faithful during his ab- 
sence. 

The interim between the nobleman’s 
departure and return afforded his serv- 
ants the opportunity of proving their 
executive ability. The privilege and re- 
sponsibility were theirs of using and in- 
vesting that which was given them in 
ways that would yield a great increase 
in their master’s gift to them. 

The Father makes all believers fit to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light; and delivers them from 
the power of darkness, and translates 
them into the present “kingdom of his 
dear Son” (Col. 1:12, 13). 

In the absence of our Nobleman, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we hear messages 
like the following, “Unto every one of 
us is given grace according to the meas- 
ure of the gift of Christ” (Eph, 4:7). 
“The manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to every man to profit withal” (1 Cor. 
12:7). “As every man hath received the 
gift, even so minister the same one to 
another, as good stewards of the mani- 
fold grace of God” (1 Pet. 4:10). “More- 
over it is required in stewards, that a 
man be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2). 
And again, as our memory selection re- 
minds us, “He that is faithful in that 
which is least is faithful also in much” 
(Luke 16:10). 

Let us put it this way: the exercise of 
personal faith in Christ as Lord and 
Saviour puts one in the present, spirit- 
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ual Kingdom of our Lord; but positions 
of honor and authority in the coming 
earthly Kingdom of our Lord depend 
upon the faithfulness of believers in us- 
ing that which He has given them in this 
period of His absence and rejection. Sal- 
vation is the free gift of God, but re- 
wards must be earned. 

At a certain series of special services, 
the preacher said: “Is the person here 
who most influenced you in becoming a 
Christian? Maybe it is your mother, 
your pastor, your Sunday school teacher, 
your neighbor. I wish you would now 
rise and go and shake hands with that 
one.” 

To the left of the preacher sat an aged 
woman. She had never spoken in pub- 
lic. She was only a faithfyl, consecrated 
Christian mother and wife. She was 
more than seventy-five years of age. A 
long line went to where she sat. Some 
took her by the hand. Some placed their 
arms about her. They said, “Your quiet, 
faithful, consecrated life, your personal 
work and testimony for Christ, when we 
were in your home, led us to Christ, 
the Saviour.” It was the beautiful, holy 
life which she lived that won so many 
to the Saviour. “Go, and do thou like- 
wise.” 

“Wherefore then gavest not thou my 
money into the bank ... ?” (Luke 19: 
23.) The wicked servant's description 
of the nobleman reveals his utter igno- 
rance of his master’s true character. And 
his slavish fear of him reveals the sad 
lack of his love for him. As a conse- 
quence, he not only had no reward but 
actually suffered loss, 

What someone has said about the “tal- 
ent” can also be said about the “pound,” 
viz: “A talent is very much like any 
other coin. It has two sides. On ‘the 
one side is written, ‘endowment,’ and 
on the other ‘responsibility. He who 
wisely uses his talents in service for the 
Lord will offer Him thanksgiving for the 
gift, or endowment; and will implore 
divine grace to meet every obligation 
his talent imposes, To acknowledge the 
endowment but ignore the responsibility 
leads to slothful hypocrisy. And to as- 
sume responsibility where the endow- 
ment lacks results is carnal insolence. 
Let us count our talents carefully and 
then invest them wisely.” 

Wawona, CALIF. 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, how much is a boy worth 

in money? Sounds like a foolish 
question, for a boy’s value is not usually 
appraised in that way; but the United 
States Labor Bureau in 1914 estimated 
the average cost of rearing a boy to the 
age of sixteen was then $1,325. Judging 
by the changes in money values since 
then, the average cost must be not less 
than $4,000 now. Well, fellows, are you 


‘one dollar of it. 
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worth it? I am talking of actual, not 
sentimental, values. Father and Mother 
wouldn’t take a million for you, I sup- 
pose, but that does not mean you are 
worth it. An investment of $4,000 may 
yield about five per cent per year, which 
is $200. 

Back in 1914 I knew a fourteen-year- 
old boy who was earning $7 a week. He 
gave it all to his widowed mother each 
Saturday night. She gave him back 
He took out 10 cents 
for his church and 5 cents for his Sun- 
day school offering. He put 25 cents in 
his savings bank and spent 60 cents on 
himself. He was a steady boy and put 
in eleven months that year, taking one 
month for a vacation. In the forty-eight 
weeks his mother received $288 from him. 
With prices prevailing at that time it 
cost her,$150 for the year to feed and 
clothe him. Thus his net money value 
to his mother was $138 for the year, 
which is equal to five per cent on $2,760. 
So this boy’s investment value was over 
$2,700 at the age of fourteen. As he 
grew older and earned more he con- 
tinued to prorate his earnings in the 
same way. The last I heard of him, at 
the age of 40, he was a prosperous mer- 
chant with a fine family, a leader in his 
church and community—a happy man. 
Thus you see, that fourteen-year-old boy 
was a paying investment on consider- 
ably more than the average cost of rear- 
ing a boy to the age of sixteen, accord- 
ing to the U.S. Labor Bureau estimate. 

But this is by no means an accurate 
way to arrive at a boy’s real value. The 
more fortunate boy will be going to 
school nine months in the year. He is 
preparing for a later, very much higher, 
value than the boy who has a widowed 
mother and is denied an education; and 
while he may not be earning money 
now, he is earning a certain knowledge, 
skill, and development which will give 
him equipment of high value. At any 
rate, fellows, sooner or later you find 
yourself with a capacity for earning 
and accumulating money. And remem- 
ber in relation to your money, that, after 
all, it is not yours, but God’s—no mat- 
ter how it comes into your hands. And 
one day, like the stewards in the par- 
able, you are going to be required to 
render an account to Him. 

In Luke 16 is the account of Dives, 
whom God permitted to become rich, 
but who made the fatal mistake of using 
his wealth for the sole purpose of grati- 
fying himself. He built a luxurieus 
home, he bought fine clothes, and feasted 
every day on costly food. Suffering and 
want were all about him, but he turned 
his face away from the needy. One 
poor fellow, named Lazarus, too weak 
to walk and all covered with sores, was 
laid at this rich man’s gate where he was 
in plain sight every day. The dogs came 
and licked the poor man’s sores, but 
Dives passed him by. Lazarus got a 
servant to ask for the scraps taken 
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Why Does God 
Allow Children 
to Suffer? 


—o— 


That is a question which no theologian 
can answer. Even the Bible remains si- 
lent on the subject. 


There is one thing, however, that I be- 
lieve God will not tolerate, and that is forus, 
His children, to allow little ones to suffer 
when it is within‘our power to help them. 


The land of Greece probably has more 
orphans in proportion to its population 
than any other country in the world. AI- 
most 400,000 orphans out of a population 
of seven million! And in Greece the 
American Mission to Greeks has built and 
maintains the only Protestant orphanage 
for Greek children. 


“I have a little boy of ten who never 
felt a mother’s love,” writes Michael Be- 
los, a blind Protestant believer in Greece. 
“Being extremely poor I had to place him 
in a state institution where he stayed for 
two years. Then they discharged him be- 
cause I would not have him baptized in 
the Greek Orthodox Church. When I 
learned of your Protestant Orphanage, I 
immediately took him there and was al- 
lowed to stay with him for a few days. 
Words fail me to express how I feel about 
it. Such an institution never existed in 
Greece before. If ever a new Book of 
the Acts of the Apostles were written, 
much could be said about this Orphanage 
and the work of the American Mission to 
Greeks. Of course, I know that if my son 
is to stay in this wonderful Orphanage, it 
will be necessary for you to find a foster 
parent for him in America. That is why 
I am writing this letter. Just think of my 
plight—a blind, forsaken father, unable to 
offer his son anything. And yet, in spite 
of my blindness, I am able to distribute a 
en many Scriptures and other Gospel 

terature.” 


Would you not like to be a foster parent 
to this ten-year-old boy? His support is 
only $15 a month. You will receive his 
ane and have the privilege of corre- 

mding with him. There are other 

q ildren also waiting to be cared for in the 
Orphanage and to attend the Christian 
Day School operated by the same Mis- 
sion. It is one of the most worth-while 
missionary enterprises you could under- 
take. Or you may be interested in provid- 
ing the Scriptures this blind brother. is 
anxious to distribute. Ten dollars will 
rovide him with fifty Modern Greek New 
eteatee. The people of Greéce are 
eager to read the Word. They gave it to 
us and now it is our privilege to give it to 
them. Please send your contributions to 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. 
Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary, P.O. 
Box 423, Dept. S, New York 36, N.Y. (In 
Canada write to 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 
12, Ontario.) (Adv.) 
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from the rich man’s table, but he needed 
much more than that. God gave Dives 
money and gave him an opportunity to 
serve his fellow man with it, but Dives 
somehow failed to catch the idea. He 
foolishly spent his money upon himself, 
and one night Dives lay down to sleep 
on a ful] stomach and woke up in tor- 
ment. 

Fellows, money was the undoing of 
Dives. Money can‘be a curse or it can 
be a blessing. All depends upon whether 
or not you recognize God’s ownership, 
acknowledge it, and act upon it. Some 
of the saddest lives ever lived are those 
built around a wrong conception of their 
relation to money. Some of the happi- 
est and most successful lives are those 
built upon the principle that money is 
a God-given trust to be used for Him. 

Fellows, what are you going to be 
worth—to God and to your fellow man? 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Why He Couldn’t Come at Once.—He 

that is faithful in that which is least is 
faithful also in much: and he that is 
unjust in the least is unjust also in much 
(Luke 16:10, Golden Text). On a Fri- 
day morning an eager young man from 
Stanford University stood before Louis 
Janin. He, too, wanted to become a 
mining engineer, the young man ex- 
plained, and thought the best place to 
perfect himself was in Janin’s office. 
“All I need right now,” said Janin, re- 
regretfully, “is a stenographer.” “A 
stenographer?” said the eager applicant. 
‘T’ll take the job. I can’t come forsa 
few days, but I’ll be here Tuesday.” 
“Why couldn’t you come till Tuesday?” 
Janin asked the new employee when he 
reported for work. “Because I had to 
rent a typewriter and learn to use it,” 
he explained. “I think you'll do,” Janin 
smiled. “What did you say your name 
was?” “Herbert Hoover,” was the reply. 
—From Expositor and Homiletic Review. 
Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
N.Y. Prize illustration. 


His Real Occupation.—He said there- 
fore, A certain nobleman went into a 
far country to receive for himself a king- 
dom, and to return (Luke 19:12). A 
Christian man who kept a small grocery 
store was well known for his true Chris- 
tian life, yet no one ‘ever heard him say 
very much. He ran the store himself, 
and lived in two rooms at the back. 
The store and apartment were beauti- 
fully kept, and one day a curious cus- 
tomer said to him, “Mr, Jones, don’t 
you get tired living by yourself and sell- 
ing groceries?” “Not at all,” said Mr. 
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“You see, I have another occupa- 
tion.” “Oh, have you?” said the curious 
one, “and what is it, may I ask?” “Serv- 
ing the living God,” was the reply, “and 
waiting for the return of His Son from 
Heaven. In the meantime I conduct my 
earthly business as best I can to His 
glory.”—Source unknown. Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Accountability to God—He com- 
manded these servants to be called unto 
him ... that he might know how much 
every man had gained (Luke 19:15). 
Daniel Webster, asked what was the 
greatest thought that had passed through 
that wonderful brain, ‘answered, “My 
accountability to God.” Life is a great 
journey, with wonderful goals which 
flash their glorious invitations through 
cloud and fog and mist. But we must 
travel carefully and live as accountable 
to God.—From “Macartney’s Illustra- 
tions.” Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Jones. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for February 26 


The Weight of a Snowflake.—Because 
thou hast been faithful in a very little, 
have thou authority over ten cities 
(Luke 19:17). A lesson may be learned 
from a great snowstorm, with snow high 
on either side of the road. How much 
does a snowflake weigh? “Oh, nothing,” 
you answer. How much do two snow- 
flakes weigh? a dozen? a thousand? a 
million? a billion-billion? Even one 
snowflake weighs something, even 
though only a little. For beside the 
road, powerful trucks and snowplows 
stand disabled, made useless by tiny 
snowflakes piling one upon another. 
Huge buildings are broken in and traffic 
tied up for days because tiny snowflakes 
fall one upon another. No life is too 
small to count. Each Christian can be 
influential. In Christian living we can- 
not all be teachers, choir leaders, or- 
ganists, presidents, or speakers, but 
there is a place in God’s Kingdom work 
for every last one of us—young, old, 
timid, or bold. A person who could not 
teach a Sunday school class can help 
prepare an important dinner at the 
church. One who could not sing in the 
choir can wash dishes. It is possible 
that someone. can be reached by you 
who may not be reached through any 
other person in the world. Whatever 
our talent may be, God is glorified, if 
it is not buried but uséd.—Source un- 
known. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


Hoe in Hand.—Lord, thy pound hath 
gained five pounds (Luke 19:18). Said 
one man to another: “Uncle Dan, I heard 
that you asked the Lord for that good 
garden. Is that correct?” “Yes, sir, it 
is,” proudly replied the man whose 
flourishing garden was his delight; “only 
I never pray for a good garden unless I 
have a hoe in my hand. I say, ‘Lord, 
You send the sunshine and the rain, 
and I'll keep down the weeds.’”"—From 
the Christian Advocate. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Afraid of Thee?—I feared thee (Luke 
19:21). 
Afraid? Can this be true, O Lord, of me? 
What have I hidden that belongs to Thee? 
Have I but buried some gift from Thy 
hand? 


Lord, search me deeply, make me under- 
stand 

What it would mean my Saviour’s face 
to see, 

And then confess “Afraid’—afraid of 
Thee! 


—From M. J. L., in Choice Gleanings 
Calendar. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Spurgeon’s Advice.—Out of thine own 
mouth will I judge thee (Luke 19:22). 
A wealthy gentleman wrote to the Rev. 
C. H. Spurgeon urging him to come and 
preach to provide funds to pay the debt 
on the chapel. He offered him the use 
of his own house, his countryseat, or his 
seaside place. Spurgeon promptly re- 


plied: “Dear Sir: Sell one of your places 
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and pay the debt. Yours very truly, 
C. H. Spurgeon.”—From Bible Expositor 
and Illuminator. Sent by the Rev. W. 
P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Grudging Giving.—Unto every one 
which hath shall be given; and from 
him that hath not, even that he hath 
shall be taken away from him (Luke 
19:26). Farmer Applegate had a cow. 
“How much milk does that cow give?” 
a neighbor asked. “Well,” replied the 
farmer, “it depends on what you mean. 
If you mean by voluntary contribution, 
she don’t give none. But if you get her 
cornered so’s she can’t kick none, an 
able-bodied man can take about ‘leven 
quarts a day.” The attitude of some 
Christians is like that cow’s. They will 
give if they are cornered, but they growl 
when the church needs financial help 
for the education of the young people or 
for missions. And yet is this not unrea- 
sonable, for we are commanded to give 
“as the Lord hath prospered us.” Un- 
less the gift comes from the heart, it will 
not return with blessings to the giver. 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by M. 
Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


us 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ERE are eighteen emblems to re- 

mind us of the lessons we have 
studied from the Gospel of Luke. Each 
of you please take two or three, and see 
how quickly you can put them up in the 
right order: (1) Angel and Zacharias, 
(2) Manger, (3) The Boy Jesus in the 
Temple, (4) Satan Tempting Christ, 
(5) Jesus Healing a Leper, (6) Christ 
Healing a Man Brought in Bed, (7) 
Jesus Saying to Matthew, “Follow Me,” 
(8) Christ Raising the Widow's Son, 
(9) The Sower, (10) The Transfigura- 
tion, (11) The Good Samaritan, (12) 
Children Praying, (13) Barn of-the Rich 
Fool. (14) Woman Bent Double, (15) 
Table for the Great Supper, (16) Prodi- 
gal Son and Pig, (17) Pharisee and Pub. 
lican, (18) Zacchaeus. 

Now let us review the first six ques- 
tions and answers on “The Resurrection” 
card. Very good. 

.How many of you have ever used Col- 
gate’s soap or tooth paste? I see most 
of you have. Then you might like to 
know a little about William Colgate, 
founder of the company that puts out 
these products. ; 

William Colgate belonged to a large, 
but very poor-family. When he was 
sixteen years old his father told him 
that he was old enough to leave home 
and earn his own living. So he tied up 
his clothes in a bundle and started for 
New York City, feeling forlorn and lone- 
some. On the way he met a kind old 
neighbor who was an earnest Christian. 
This man asked him how he was going 
to earn his living. William said: “I 
think I'll try to get a job in a soap 
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She Struck a Blow 
for World Peace 





...and gained her own security ! 


One of the best ways to bring about 
peace is to bring the light of the 
Gospel into far corners of the world. 
You too can help do this—and gain 
financial security—by purchasing 
American Bible Society Annuity 
Agreements, which give you a high 
rate of return, freedom from anx- 
iety, and a safe, regular, 
partially tax el 
exempt income. 
Why not inves- 
tigate? Send 
coupon today! 
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| AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY | 
| 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. { 
| Please send me, without obligation, ur | 
* booklet SSA-26, entitled *‘A Gift That 
| Lives.” | 
Name —__ 
| Address Saisaenatindlegiasiidmessindiadd | 
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When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times as reference. 


WANTED 


A Christian publishing company 
in the East wishes to contact a 
born-again Christian qualified as 
a machinist-operator who can set 
type and care for two Linotype 
machines (Mergenthaler, models 
29 and 25). Please write to 


Box No.°731 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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CARD & A SPARE-TIME 
If you want to earn extra money for your- 
self, your church, your organization, here 


is an easy and friendly way to do it in 
your spare time. 
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 
We will send samples of our new 1956 all- 
occasion greeting cards and gifts. Show them 
to friends and neighbors—take their orders— 
ond earn up to 100% profit for yourself. 


IT COSTS NOTHING TO START 
Send us your name and address. We will rush a full 
set of actual somples on approval with complete details 
on how to get started. 


REGAL GREETING CARD CO. = 
DEPT. ST-14, FERNDALE, MICHIGAN 


| GOSPEL CALENDAR CARD 
iil) Ideal Witness Opportunity to 
those constantly referring to dates 
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BIG BROTHER TRACT 
BOX 888 AKRON 


CHOIR COWNS 


hoir Cassocks and Cottas 
jon Li Table Scarves 
Pres Hangings and Bible Markers 
Prices and samples sent on request 


J. M. HALL, Inc., 14 West 40% Sueet 














THE NEW BOOK BY 
CLARENCE E. 
MACARTNEY 


AND OTHER 
SERMONS ON 
BIBLE CHARACTERS 







12 vivid biblical portraits painted 
with a master writer's skill to 
reveal answers to common prob- 
lems in Christian living. 

Published February 6. $2 
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factory because I know how soap is 
made. We always made our own at 
home.” “That’s fine,” said the former 
neighbor. “Just be sure you start right, 
and you'll get along fine.” “How do you 
mean, ‘start right’?” asked William. 
“Let me pray for you, then I’ll explain,” 
said the man. So William knelt beside 
him while he prayed earnestly that the 
boy might be truly converted and give 
his life to Christ. When they rose from 
their knees, the old man said, “Someone 
will be the leading soapmaker in New 
York. It can be you as well as anyone. 
I hope it may. Give your heart to Christ, 
be a good man, and give the Lord a tenth 
of all you earn. Make good soap, give 
good measure, and I’m sure you'll pros- 
per.” 

William Colgate took his old friend’s 
advice. He accepted Christ as his Sav- 
iour, then associated with Christian peo- 
ple who helped him to be a good man. 
Starting with the very first dollar he ever 
earned, he gave one tenth of all he made 
to the Lord. Because of his honesty 
and industry coupled with the Lord’s 
blessing, he later on became owner of 
the business he had entered first as a 
laborer. As soon as he became the head 
of the company he told the bookkeeper 
to put one tenth of every dollar that 
came inta the factory into a fund for 
the Lord’s work. As long as William 
Colgate lived, the Lord’s account was 
a regular part of the business. He con- 
tinued to prosper, and soon two tenths 
went into the Lord’s fund, then three, 
then four, and finally five, so that for 
many years one half of his income was 
used for Christian work. During his 
lifetime, William Colgate gave millions 
of dollars to the cause of Christ. I do 
not know whether the Colgate company 
is still in the hands of Christian men or 
not, but you and I will see the founder 
rewarded some day for his faithful stew- 
ardship. His life illustrates today’s 
Golden Text: “He that is faithful in 
that which is least is faithful also in 
much” (Luke 16:10). If he had not given 
the Lord the tenth of that first dollar 
he earned, his life story might have been 
one of failure instead of great success. 

Now let us read Luke 19:11-14. The 
nobleman left two classes of people be- 
hind him, his servants and the citizens 
of the country over which he was to 
rule, He gave his servants pounds, or 
money, to use for.him during his ab- 
sence, There is no record that he asked 
anything of the citizens, yet they sent 
an insulting message after him. What 
was it? (“We will not have this man 
to reign over us.”) Remember that 
when we come to their punishment. 

The Bible next tells what three of the 
servants did during the absence of their 
master. Read verses 15-19. These two 
servants had used their pounds for him, 
and in doing so they had prospered. He 
allowed them to keep what they had 
gained, and in addition rewarded them 
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with positions of authority in: his king- 
dom. What a generous master they had! 
A faint picture of our Lord, who has 
given us so much already, yet will re- 
ward us for everything we do for Him! 

But the third servant was different. 
Read verses 20, 21. This man did not 
know his master at all. We have seen 
him to have been both faithful and gen- 
erous, but this servant accused him of 
being greedy and dishonest! This bad 
servant is a picture of someone who pro- 
fesses to be a servant of God without 
ever having received eternal life. Jesus 
said, “This is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John 17:3). 
Some preachers, as well as some Sun- 
day school teachers do not know God, 
and therefore are unsaved themselves, 
so their service is worth nothing at all. 

Now read verse 23. There is some- 
thing that surprised me here when I first 
noticed it. The nobleman did not say to 
his servant, “Why didn’t you trade with 
your pound, and multiply it as the others 
did?” He said, “Why didn’t you put it 
in the bank where it would draw in- 
terest?” I believe the Lord here reveals 
another way of serving Him. Some of 
us may think, “I cannot sing. I cannot 
speak well, so I cannot serve the Lord.” 
But we can! Every one of us will earn 
money in some way if we live to grow 
up. If we put one tenth of this into the 
Lord’s work, it will surely accumulate 
eternal interest. Now read verses 24-26. 
The one who made the best use of his 
pound was given the one of the man 
who had not used his. Those who use 
their talents for the Lord will be given 
more. 

Verse 27 tells of the punishment of 
those. who rejected Christ. In which 
class do we belong, that of the Lord’s 
faithful servants, the false servant, or 
His open enemies? God grant we may 
be His faithful servants, 





During this quarter we are using the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “The Resurrection,” for 
memory work. These cards may be ordered 
from Miss V. D. Gunderson, Box 717, Fern- 
dale, Wash., 20 cents a dozen, postpaid. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Faithful Workers (Luke 19:24) 


THANKFUL heart, a praying heart, 

a saved heart! (Review the stories 
of preceding lessons.) The saved heart 
must show right out through! It shows 
by how faithful we are in the work the 
Lord gives us. (Show a fourth heart 
similar to the others, with the title: A 
Faithful Heart.) 

We have another of the Lord’s famous 
Stories today. It tells of a man of high 
rank who was going away to be made king. 
Whom do you suppose that pictures? 


4 

















Lesson for February 26 


The Lord Jesus Himself! To each of his 
ten slaves the man gave money that 
would be about equal to a twenty-dollar 
bill to use for him while he was gone. 
(Make ten hearts on the blackboard 
and in each write $20.) There were 
people in the country who did not want 
him to be king ovet them, and they 
sent a committee to try to stop him from 
being made king. (Draw other hearts 
in another row on the board and write 
the word “No” in each.) Days, months, 
perhaps years went by. At last the king 
came with his power and authority. 
First he called for his slaves to whom 
he had given the money. How much 
had each man made with his money? 
The first came up, I expect with a smile 
of joy on his face to see his master and 


to show him what he had done. Now 
he had ten twenty-dollar bills! “Your 
twenty gained ten twenties.” “Fine! 


You are a good slave. Because you have 
been faithful in a very small matter, 
you are to be ruler of ten cities.” What 
a promotion! (Write “10—$20” in one 
of the slave hearts, and “10 cities” be- 
low it. Continue in the same way with 
the other two slaves and the hearts on 
the blackboard.) 

Was the last slave fair? No, he was 
just excusing himself for doing nothing 
by trying to blame the master. The 
master had given, he had planted that 
twenty-dollar bill. How often.you blame 
the teacher at school when you do not 
do your work! What about the king’s 
enemies who did not want him to be 
king over them? “Bring them here, and 
kill them before me!” (Make marks 
across the hearts representing them.) 


Our Lord has not put into your hands 
a twenty-dollar bill. What has He given 
you? Twenty cents a week? twenty- 
four hours a day? seven days a week? 
two strong hands, a brain that can learn 
to read? A whole life! “Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve” with all 
that! ‘If you choose the Devil, the end 
is not nice (indicate the hearts on the 
blackboard that represent the enemies.) 
If you choose the Lord but do not really 
serve Him, there will be no joy, no re- 
ward when He comes (indicate the third 
heart on the board). But if you really 
use your life for Him, even in little 
things now, He will have big oppor- 
tunities for you when you grow up, and 
still bigger ones in Heaven. Here are 
instructions from the King. (References 
chosen from the following may be writ- 
ten on hearts, one for each member of 
the class to read aloud: Eccles. 9:10; 
Luke 16:10-13; 19:26; 1 Cor. 10:31; Eph. 
4:28; 6:1-3, 5-8; Col. 3:13, 23-25.) 

Inside the large paper heart write the 
Memory Verse: “He that is faithful in 
that which is least is faithful also,in 
much” (Luke 16:10, Memory Verse). 
Discuss with the children how the men 
made their master’s money increase in 
business. Outline in the heart such 


items as: honest, planned well, worked 
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hard, were not careless. The children 
may make paper hearts of their own 
as in previous lessons, each recording 
for attention what the Holy Spirit may 
lead him to see as his need of being 
faithful. 

Though our next lesson story will also 
be from Luke 19, read chapter 20, where 
you will see the Lord’s enemies and 
hear one of the stories He told about 
them. 


Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HE head of the Christian Education 

Department at the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, Mr. Harold E. Garner, says that 
each Sunday schoo] teacher should pin 
this imaginary note on each pupil: “Use 
me or lose me.” 

That is very thought-provoking. In 
the Primary child you have already dis- 
covered that he has certain abilities, or, 
more correctly, “gifts” (1 Cor. 12:4-11). 
It is as you begin to use each child that 
his gifts will develop. If you have a 
child who can sing, use him. If one of 
your children is good at storytelling, let 
him tell stories occasionally. The child 
who is blessed with the ability to mem- 
orize should be encouraged to commit 
more and more Scripture to memory. 

There are two warnings to be given, 
however: (1) Be careful to remind your 
children that every ability that they 
possess is a gift from God. We have, in 
ourselves, nothing of which we may be 
proud. God has given our gifts; He can 
take them away should He choose to do 
so. There is no room for pride. We 
are required to be faithful in our use of 
what the Lord has given (1 Cor. 4:2). 
(2) Take special care for and show spe- 
cial love to those in whom you have 
not yet discovered any particular gift. 
They will become discouraged when 
others are used and honored, and they 
are not. The resourceful teacher will 
do everything in her power to develop 
in every child some ability. Ask the 
Lord to guide you, and He will. Remem- 
ber: “Use me or lose me”! 

Before teaching today’s important les- 
son, Teacher, be careful to spend time 
on your knees, ascertaining whether or 
not you are being faithful in your use 
of the gifts which the Lord has given you. 
The slogan, “Use or lose,” has particular 
meaning for each Christian. If we do not 
use that which the Lord bestows on us 
in His love, we will altogether too soon 
discover that it has been lost. Use or 
lose. 

Dr. Wilbur M. Smith writes: “Christ 
never asks anything unreasonable or 
impossible. There are some things that 
some people could never do, and should 
the Lord demand it of them, they would 
fail. I, for instance, cannot play a musi- 
cal instrument, nor can I paint. The 
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—Christian Greeting Cards— 


FOR SALE and for PERSONAL use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and All Occasions. 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 
sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. xed Assortments 
and in Bulk. Good profit and prices reasonable. 
Write for Catalog List. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N.Y. 
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“All We Expected 
and MORE” 













The books are 
all we expected 
them to be and 
more. They have 
enhanced our 
worship services. 
I have heard noth- 
ing but praise 
from the people. | thought we would have at least 
a few that wouldn't take to the new books, but so 
far I have not heard one derogatory remark. 

Rev. ROBERT J. HAYNES 

Des Moines, lowa 


New Hymnal—New Life! 
Tabernacle Hymns Number Five will bring 
new zeal and consecration to your church as it 
has for many others—new members, wider 
vision and courageous planning. Remember 
new hymnbooks cost so little and mean so 
much in keeping the atmosphere of your 
church bright and attractive. We buy new 
clothes, a new car, new church equipment 
and decorating. Why not NEW HYMNALS 
that would stimulate NEW LIFE? 

Complete orchestration including Accordion 
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Lord does not ask men to be orators, or 
writers, or rich, or famous, or powerful, 
or learned—He only asks that we be 
faithful in that with which He has en- 
trusted us. And this a man can be, if 
he wills to be, through the help of God.” 





Here is something that you should 
never forget: “A parable is an earthly 
story with a heavenly meaning.” Let 
us say that over several times together. 
Therefore, whenever we see in the Bible 
that a parable is being told, we must 
remember that while it tells a story 
about something on earth, it primarily 
has to do with heavenly things. For 
example, when the Lord Jesus told the 
familiar parable of the Lost Sheep, He 
was not speaking simply of sheep. He 
was speaking of people and the Good 
Shepherd’s care for each one. 

Today’s parable is not such a familiar 
one as the lost sheep. But it is equally 
as important, you can be sure! 

A certain man, the Lord Jesus said 
in His parable, went away for a time. 
Before going, he called ten of his serv- 
ants and gave each of them some money. 
He divided it equally, giving the same 
amount to each servant. He commanded 
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them to use the money in trading until 
he returned. How long the man was 
gone, we do not know. But he did re- 
turn. And when he did, he called his 
servants to ask how much money they 
had gained by trading. 

One man had earned ten times the 
amount he had been given. Another 
had earned five times as much as he 
had received. When the nobleman 
talked to each of these men, he was 
pleased. Because they had been faithful 
in using what their master had given 
them, he rewarded them by giving them 
charge over much more. But one man 
had kept his money wrapped in a nap- 
kin and had not obeyed his master’s 
command. That made the nobleman 
angry and he took away the money he 
had given him. 

After telling that story the Lord Jesus 
explained that with every Christian it 
will be the same. To each one who 
serves Him faithfully, using the abilities 
that He has given, he will be given more 
and more opportunities to serve Him. 
But the one who does not use that which 
has been given him shall have his gift 
(ability) taken from him. Make cer- 
tain that you are serving Him faithfully! 

LANCASTER, PA, : 

ve 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 109) 


1. An extended simile or metaphor in 
which spiritual truth is taught by means 
of earthly representations. 

2. Thirty-five. 

3. Nineteen. 

4. Matthew. 

5. The parable of the Talents (Matt. 
25: 14-30). 

6. If it were a silver pound, about 
sixty dollars; but if gold, about a thou- 
sand dollafs. 

7. The citizens, representing Israel; the 
bondservants, representing believers. 

8. To counteract the excited expecta- 
tion of an immediate manifestation of 
the Kingdom of God. 

9. The judgment seat of Christ. 

10. Used resources lead to increased 
resources, while unused resources lead 
to lost resources (Luke 19:26). 

Etmuurst, ILL. , 
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The Alaska Tour 
(Continued from page 107) 


ber of earlier Christian Fellowship 
parties. Detailed information as to costs 
and accommodations, and a descriptive 
itinerary will be sent to any who wish 
this information just as soon as folders 
are ready. Please address Mr. John W. 
Lane, Jr., Associate Editor, THe Sunpay 
ScHoo. Trmes, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 5. 
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Children at Home 
Samal’'s Thankful Service 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


AMAL tossed feverishly about on his 

bed in a mission hospital in South 
India. For some time now his right leg 
had pained so he could hardly bear it. 
His father, who was a Christian teacher 
in a village school, had brought him to 
the hospital hoping that medical] treat- 
ment might cure him, but, alas, the leg 
got worse every day. 

The doctor then sent to a friend, a 
specialist in Madras, for advice. He 
carefully studied the X rays, and then 
came the answer: “The leg must be 
taken off at the knee, or the patient will 
certainly die.” 

When Mr. Patna, the father, was told, 
he shook his head. “I have just had a 
very wonderful dream and I believe God 
will cure my son without this operation. 
Let me take him home for a week or two 
and get all the Christians in our village 
to pray for him. I promise to return 
with him in two weeks, so that you may 
see what God has done in answer to 
prayer.” 

So father and son left the hospital, but 
came back on the fixed day as the father 
promised. To the doctor’s surprise not 
only could Samal hobble around a bit 
but the X ray showed his leg was heal- 
ing well. 

“I knew God would enable my son to 
keep his leg, Sahib,” said the father. 
“I had the clear assurance. I gave him 
to God for His service when he was 
born. He was dedicated to God just like 
Samuel, whose name he bears. I want 
him to be strong and whole for His serv- 
ice, and it greatly distressed me that my 
son would be maimed in any way. 

“My family and all our Christian 
neighbors came together, and I asked 
them to pray without ceasing for one 
whole week; and there was never a 
moment but someone was praying night 
and day. We did what we could, and 
God healed my son as we worked to- 
gether by prayer.” 

Joyfully Samal returned with his 
father. The leg scarcely hurt at all now, 
and every day he could walk better. 
Soon he gave up his crutches. He was 
very thankful to God for His goodness, 
and at the school where his father taught 
he was nearly always at the top of his 
class. He tried to show his gratitude by 
working hard and learning all he could. 

At the end of the term Samal said to 
his father one day: “Couldn’t we get a 
bag of Scripture portions and books to 
take to the distant northern villages 
where nobody else ever goes to tell them 
of God’s love? While you were talking 
to the people and explaining the message 
I could go about selling the books and 
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giving away the bright colored leaflets 
for the children.” 

“It is a long way to walk,” said Samal’s 
father. “I am afraid, son, you would get 
very tired.” 

“Oh, do let us go, my father! God can 
give strength to my leg. Since He 
healed it, I am sure He will keep it fit. I 
feel we just can’t do enough to show 
Him how grateful we are for what He 
has done for me. Then, too, I think of 
all Jesus suffered for us so that I want 
to do more and more to help others to 
know about His love. It will be such 
an adventure for Him to take the Good 
News to those far-off villages away up 
in the hills.” 

“Very well, my son, but where can we 
stay at night?” 

“Jesus will find us somewhere to sleep, 
I am sure, but if not how close we will 
feel to Him who once had nowhere to 
lay His head. It will make me feel that 
I am a real follower of His even in this.” 

So off they started one morning very 
early, Mr. Patna carrying a very heavy 
pack of books and Samal with a smaller 
one on his back. 

The road up to fhe hills was a steep, 
stony path, and it was very narrow in 
places. Sometimes the /going was slow 
and hard. Samal refused to give in, how- 
ever, but his father insisted on their 
resting now and then on the hillside. 

It was just sundown when they reached 
the first village, and the people were all 
busy cooking their evening meal. They 
were simple, kindly folk, and at once 
welcomed the visitors and gave them a 
bowl of maize gruel and yams. “After- 
wards you can entertain us with your 
stories. We will then have time to listen, 
and there is an empty corner of the goat 
shed to sleep till the dawn,” they said. 

“Oh, father,” whispered Samal, “it will 
be just like the Lord Jesus who was born 
in a cattle shed where perhaps there 
were sheep and goats also! I am so 
very glad we came!” 

A little later Mr. Patna told some of 
the people why they had come, and of 
the Saviour of whom they had never 
heard before. Later that night all the 
village people came along and Mr. Patna 
told them the story of God’s love for 
them. Samal ran about on the edge of 
the crowd trying to sell Scripture por- 
tions and booklets. He gave colored 
leaflets to the children who were very 
eager to get them, and the parents were 
pleased that they should have these gaily 
colored pictures. Sometimes a villager 
would bring an egg or a handful of curry, 
as money was so scarce, and Samal will- 
ingly accepted all sorts of queer things in 
exchange for his books. 

As for the boys and girls, they were 
eager to help, and offered themselves 
as guides to the other villages beyond. 
One little girl, Janata, was a wonderful 
help—whenever they reached a village 


she insisted on taking a bundle of books, 


to sell. Running into a small food shop 
where a number of folk were standing 
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around she said: “Sirs, would you not 
like to buy this little book. They say 
it will help you to live good lives and 
escape punishment for your sins by and 
by.” 

“Oh, that is the stuff the Jesus people 


believe! Get along with you and sell 
your books to them! Such words are not 
for us.” 


“But this Jesus is for everyone,” said 
Janata, earnestly. “If only you will 
read this little book it will tell you so, 
I am sure.” Janata was so earnest and 
persuasive that the customer said, “Well, 
give me one,” and he handed her a coin, 
She bowed very low and thanked him so 
prettily that the man felt as if he had 
bestowed a great favor on this smiling 
little girl. 

Next she went to the village store to 
try to get the owner to buy a Gospel. 

“Good morning, kind sir,” she said with 
polite salaams. “Please, would you buy 
this little book? It tells you the story of 
Jesus, the Son of God.” 

“We've enough books of all sorts,” 
growled the man. “I don’t want any 
more.” 

“But, sir, there is your beautiful little 
daughter over there; I am sure she would 
love one of these pretty picture papers. 
See, here is one with this Jesus blessing 
all the little children. He had a father- 
mother heart of loving-kindness for little 
ones, and always made them so happy.” 

The man looked at Janata’s bright 
smiling face. He had only this one little 
daughter who was frail and weak. If 
anything could make her Jook happy like 
this little girl, it was worth many coins 
to him. Perhaps it might help; so he 
bought the picture Gospel. All day long 
Janata ran about selling her books, and 
soon she had not one left. 

This gave Mr. Patna and Samal an 
idea. Why not get the boys and girls in 
these far-off villages to help spread the 
Good News, for many people could not 
refuse them? Samal, therefore, became 
the head of bands of these children who 
are today doing a wonderful work in 
South Travancore, by selling the Scrip- 
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tures to Christian families, as well as to 
others. Many who belonged to the church 
had not troubled themselves to teach 
their boys and girls, so they felt ashamed 
when these children came along asking 
them to buy the books for their families, 

The entrance of God's Word is giving 
light and life, and how glad Samal is 
that he has both legs to use in the serv- 
ice of his Lord, for he-is the head of 
these children’s bands of busy little sow- 
ers planting the seed of God’s Word. 
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Preparing for Easter 
in Your Sunday School 


AVE you made plans for the Easter 

service for your Sunday school this 
year? April 1 will be Easter Sunday, 
this year, and the.time for preparation 
is short. 

Two different Easter services arranged 
by Mary Brainerd Smith are available 
for your use. They are: “Doors the 
Risen Christ Opened,” and “The Easter 
Command.” They provide responsive 
Scripture readings for the entire school 
and for departmental groups; recita- 
tions for various departments; and orig- 
inal Easter hymns set to familiar hymn 
tunes, thus making special rehearsals 
unnecessary. 

These two Easter services are in con- 
venient four-page folder form, and they 
may be had for the entire school at 35 
cents a dozen, or $2.50 a hundred. Sup- 
plies are limited, so mail your orders 
promptly to avoid disappointment. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
stating the number of copies you desire. 


Nate Saint's Last Message 
(Continued from second page) 


there at 11 a.m. The Life photographer 
and I both got a lot of pictures of Betty 
with her Indians at Shandia. 

The memorial service here was very 
beautiful. The five wives sat together 
and demonstrated once again the grace 
of God. There was some lovely singing 
—the most impressive of which was to 
hear the voices of the girls as they sang, 
“When peace like a river attendeth my 
way, when sorrows like sea billows roll; 
whatever my lot Thou hast taught me to 
Say, It is well, it is well with my, soul.” 
Dr. Donald Turner of HCJB brought a 
marvelous message based on Hebrews 
11:36, “And others ... ,” referring to 
those who were called upon to lay down 
their lives for the faith; and on John 11 
—how Martha went to call Mary to the 
Lord after the death of Lazarus.’ Mr. 
Munro spoke briefly on “Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life,’ and Mr. MacKenzie brought a 
few words from Matthew 26 on “Why this 
waste?” It was a most impressive serv- 
ice in every way. The Life photographer 
was so impressed that he finally just had 
to stop taking pictures as he realized the 
sacredness of the occasion. 

It is ‘now Monday morning and rain- 
ing, so all flights are grounded. The 
search party that buried the bodies is 
now back in Arajuno and waiting a 
rescue plane to fly them back here. As 
soon as they come and give their report, 
Betty plans to go back to Shandia and 
carry on alone the work which God 
placed in their hands. 

Now you are undoubtedly interested 
in what has gone on here before I ar- 
rived. There is-no point in my rehears- 
ing the details, as you all have read them 
or heard them. However, I will give 
you a few items. Abe Van Der Puy is 
writing up complete reports which will 
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be released, and he also will write a 
book of the whole effort to reach the 
Aucas. But the news reports were defi- 
nitely mistaken on some points. The 
biggest mistake that I have been able 
to trace was the report of Nate’s last 
message, in which he supposedly said, 
“But here comes a group of Indians we 
haven’t seen before.” That was not his 
last report. At 12.35 on Sunday he 
radioed a routine report to Marj, saying, 
“We have just sighted ten men on their 
way over here, and we expect them for 
the ‘afternoon service.’ Will contact 
you again at 4.30.” There was nothing 
hasty or excited about it. Some papers 
found on his body give later details as 
well, saying that they had lunch, had a 
swim, had prayer and praise time, and 
a few minor details such as that. The 
last item was evidently written about 
2.30 p.m. His watch was found smashed 
and stopped at 3.12 pm. Several items 
taken off the bodies have been returned 
to the wives, such as wedding rings and 
watches. All the bodies were found in 
the water, not on the beach, as the news 
reports said. The river is very sluggish, 
so the bodies had not washed down very 
far, with the exception of Ed’s. One 
of the Quechua Indians who had gone 
in in, a canoe with several others had 
identified Ed earlier in the week and 
brought his watch out to Marilou. But 
when the ground party arrived, his body 
was gone, and they were only able to 
bury four of the men. Dr. Art Johnson, 
of the ground party, arrived out here 
last night and gave his report on the con- 
dition of the bodies. All were killed 
by lances, and in at least two cases there 
was real evidence of bitter struggle and 
hand-to-hand combat. The complete re- 
port of this party must wait until the 
entire party arrives with their official 
report. 

It is the most impressive thing you 
can imagine to read the chronicles of the 
men concerning their preparations for 
this trip. You cannot possibly imagine 
the detailed effort, work, and prayer that 
went into this. Captain Craig in Panama 
said to me that he had never seen a 
military operation more carefully plan- 
ned or more fully and excellently pre- 
pared reports. Their ideas and precau- 
tions were limitless and ingenious, and 
their diaries are fascinating to read. 


Me 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each orger of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 


Notes. .for Addresses at Funeral Occa- 
sions. By William P. Van Wyk. (Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids:6, Mich., $2.) 
Thirty-six funeral sermons and outlines 
are presented here. Appropriate Scrip- 
ture texts and passages are suggested 


and treated with a view to counseling. 


and comforting the bereaved. The 
author demonstrates in these pages what 
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he declares in his preface: “Real com- 
fort can only be found by turning to 
the word of God .. . we are to speak 
to the living ones remaining, and to 
them we are to bring the same Gospel, 
and the same interpretation of the 
Scriptures, as in our regular services.” 
The book will be particularly helpful 
as a guide to young pastors who may 
still need instruction and example in 
the exacting task of saying, at a funeral 
service, that which is truly Christian 
and tenderly consoling. The volume at 
hand represents the fourth printing of 
a work first published in 1945. 


Lectures on Hebrews. By Joseph A. 
Seiss. (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $3.40.) Known most for his 
famous lectures on the Book of the 
Revelation, Dr. Seiss has other worth- 
while books to his credit. Not the least 
among them is this one on the Epistle 
to the Hebrews. Its contents were 
originally delivered from the pulpit in 
a series of popular discourses. There 
are thirty-six lectures in all, each one 
of them marked by Dr. Seiss’s charac- 
teristic thoroughness and spirituality in 
textual exposition and practical applica- 
tion. Careful consideration of context, 
comprehension of Biblical content, and 
close reasoning are combined to make 
this a rich source of information and 
illumination. Free of merely superfi- 
cial sermonizing on the one hand, and a 
cold critical approach on the other, this 
work, now available in the present Co- 
operative Reprint Library edition, is 
worthy of being added to the serious 
Bible student’s library. 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, February 26 


If I Marry Outside My Church? 
(Gen, 2:18-24; Mark 10:2-12) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


N INTELLIGENT discussion of this 
week’s topic requires understanding 

as to the meaning of the term “church.” 
Is it the individual church group in which 
we have our membership that is in ques- 
tion? Is it our particular denomination, 
such as Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, 
Lutheran, or Reformed Episcopal, that is 
involved? Or is it Protestantism as a 
whole as contrasted with Catholicism, 
Unitarianism, the Jewish religion, and 
the like? However, before exploring 
these three areas that may be included 
in the term “church,” let us understand 
some of the basic principles that make 
for a lasting marriage and a happy home. 

se 

In the first place, as the two Scripture 
portions chosen for this week’s topic 
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indicate, it has been God's definite plan 
from the beginning that one man and 
one woman should unite in marriage to 
form ahome. They were created by God 
as male and female for this very pur- 
pose, and, having thus united, the two 
become as one, to the exclusion of all 
others and for life. So sacred is this 
relationship that it is used in the New 
Testament as a type of the relationship 
between the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
true Church made up of all who have 
accepted Him as persona] Saviour (Eph. 
§: 21-33). 
ye 

In all matters concerning His will for 
believers, God does not leave them to 
stumble along somehow, or as best they 
can. He offers clear guidance and direc- 
tion to all who will seek to be guided 
(Jas, 1:5), and who will follow the sim- 
ple rules He has laid down in His Word 
for ascertaining His will, such as asking 
for guidance in prayer, seeking direc- 
tion from the Scriptures, having no pre- 
conceived or self-devised plan, observing 
the shutting and opening of doors in the 
ordinary circumstances of life, and keep- 
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ing an open mind and heart to the direc- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. 

It is unthinkable, then, that in such an 
important matter as choosing a life part- 
ner God does not clearly direct each 
child of His to the very choice that He 
desires him or her to make. It is equally 
unthinkable that God would lead a sin- 
cere child of His into a union with an 
unbeliever, or into any other kind of 
union that would jeopardize the success 
and happiness and permanence of the 
union. It should be self-evident, then, 
that marriage as God intends it should 
be will never be a haphazard mating of 
two individuals who have stumbled upon 
one another by chance and whose only 
excuse for being wed is an infatuation 
that has little or no permanent founda- 
tion. 

se 

Another great truth concerning mar- 
riage is that, even at its very best and high- 
est level, there must be very many adjust- 
ments on the part of both parties. When 
both are willing together to go to God 
daily and whenever any unusual circum- 
stance arises, these adjustments can be 
made smoothly and sensibly with God’s 
help and enabling. But, whenever there 
are basic differences of religious beliefs 
and practices, the adjustments become 
more difficult and may, in some cases, 
be well nigh impossible. 

ve 

It should be obvious, therefore, that 
marrying outside one’s own church does 
not point primarily to choosing a life 
partner who is not a member of the par- 
ticular church in which you hold your 
membership but who may be a member 
of another similar church. It is con- 
ceivable that there might be a few diffi- 
culties arise from such a union, but they 
would be minor and easily dealt with. 

When it comes to marrying one who is 
outside of your particular denomination, 
but who is nevertheless a sincere born- 
again Christian, some complications may 
arise, such as different ideas of baptism, 
or partaking of the Lord’s Supper, or an 
undue emphasis on healing, and the like. 
But here again such differences may 
be overcome without too great a hin- 
drance to a happy marriage. 

But when it comes to the union of two 
individuals from churches that are basic- 
ally different, or where the deity of the 
Lord Jesus is involved, or belief in the 
inspiration of the Scriptures or other 
fundamentals of the Christian faith are 
not agreed upon, obstacles are presented 
that well may wreck a marriage and 
even from a purely adjustment angle 
would be unwise, to say nothing of the 
fact that such a marriage would not 
be the kind that God has planned or 
can bless, 

% 

Can we not see, then, as Christian 
young people, the importance of finding 
our companionship and choosing our 
friends from among those who know 
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and love and serve the Lérd Jesus 
Christ? It is not that every companion- 
ship and friendship is to be scanned with 
an inordinate thought of marriage in the 
background. But the fact remains that 
every sensible and wholesome marriage 
begins with a date, and it is the most 
normal and natural thing in the world 
that we should eventually choose our 
life partner from among our friends. If 
we can learn, then, not to choose for our 
close friends those who do not love our 
Lord, one of the greatest. dangers of 
marrying outside our church will have 
been avoided. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 20 to 26 


Mon.—Luke 16:1-9. 
Prudence Commended. 


Prayer Succestions: “The lord com- 
mended the unjust steward because he 
had done wisely.” Our Saviour, in giv- 
ing this parable on faithfulness to the 
law of self-preservation and using the 
commendation of the lord of the steward 
who had failed in service, commends 
Christian prudence. The Christian should 
have the long future in mind during 
his term of earthly service. The wicked 
steward planned for his own future com- 
fort; and believers should plan to have 
rewards reserved in Heaven for faithful- 
ness. How much do you plan for the 
world to come? Pray for Miracle Book 
Club, Inc., Atlanta, Ga. 


Tues.—Luke 16:10-17. 
Singleminded Discipleship. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “No servant can 
serve two masters.” The Lord demands 
that His servants shall be wholehearted 
and truehearted. We cannot go east and 
west at the same time in our travels. 
We must choose our direction, and also 
our service. Do you mean to give Christ 
single-minded devotion? You cannot 
serve God and Mammon. It must be 
always, only, for the King. Christian, 
be out-and-out for your Lord. Pray for 
an expansive work in the Navigators, 
Los Angeles. 


Wed.—Luke 16:19-26. 
The Danger of Riches. 
PraYER Succestions: “In hell he lift up 
his eyes, being in torments.” The peril 
of riches Was often mentioned by our 
Lord in His preaching. And Paul, in 
‘keeping with His teaching, said, “The 
love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, they 
have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows.” 
And further: “They that will be rich fall 
into temptation and a ‘snare, and into 
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many foolish and hurtful lusts, which 
drown men in destruction and perdi- 
tion” (1 Tim. 6:10, 9). This sin of greed 
of money is something to “flee” from 
(v. 11). Pray for the American Scrip- 
ture Gift Mission, Philadelphia. 


Thurs.—Amos 5:10-15. Social Justice. 


PraYeR SuccesTions: “They afflict the 
just, they take a bribe, and they turn 
aside the poor in the gate from their 
right.” God takes notice of every kind 
of injustice. In our intersocia] relation- 
ships we must show mercy, and that 
form of intersocial fair play which we 
call the Golden Rule. We need, much 
more than may be realized, the warn- 
ings of the prophets, the commandments 
of God’s Son, and the exhortations of the 
apostles regarding social conduct. We 
are not saved by the Law, but saved to 
fulfill the Law (Rom. 8:4). Pray for 
all Christian editors. 


Fri.—Ecclesiastes 5:8-17. True Wealth. 


PRAYER SuGGesTIONS: “He that loveth 
silver shall not be satisfied with silver; 
nor he that loveth abundance with in- 
crease.” Rich men do not grow happier 
in their financial prosperity. Riches are 
painful in the getting, and more so in 
the leaving of them. Unless they are 
employed for the advancement of the 
work of God, they will prove to be ruin- 
ous. Christ and the apostles and the 
prophets give us proof of happiness in 
poverty; but the greedy of gain give us 
examples of miseries in plenitude and 
preponderance. Pray for all Christian 
college presidents, - 


Sat.—Luke 17:1-10. 
“Take Heed to Yourselves.” 
Prayer Succestions: “Take heed to 
yourselves: If thy brother trespass 
against thee, rebuke him; and if he re- 
pent, forgive him.” Most church splits, 
and practically all separations of Chris- 
tians from Christians, are due to ignor- 
ing our Lord's preventive of them in 
the above rule. Brothers offended are 
best reconciled at the time of rupture. 
One night of nursing grievances may 
widen the gulf hopelessly. Dr. F. B. 
Meyer used to say about troubles, “Bet- 
ter wipe up the mess right away” (see 
1 Tim. 4:16). Pray: for Philadelphia 
Bible Institute, Philadelphia. 


Sun.—Luke 19:12-27. 
Parable of the Pounds. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Occupy till I 
come.” May the Spirit of God pound 
this parable of the Ten Pounds down 
deep into our hearts. We are all on 
trial in this world as believers, as re- 
gards faithfulness to Christian duty. 
We shall receive “according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad.” But not all are taking their 
divine assignments seriously. Many 
are not “on the job” for God. What 
report will you be making to the 
King? Pray for Providence Barring- 
ton Bible College, Providence, R, I. 
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